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Dear Bonsai Friends 
 
Our last meeting was well attended and it was great to have Erich back with us and sharing some of his 
knowledge and expertise again.  He brought a few of his smaller Bonsai and discussed their history as 
well as his plans for the future for them before getting down to the work on his big Olive: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
As far as I remember, from right to left, a Bauhinia tomentosa, Yesterday, today and tomorrow, Celtis, 
Japanese maple and Croton.  The big Olive had been dug down in the Eastern Cape, and he had 
prewashed all the soil from the root base and had it wrapped in wet hessian and standing in water in a 
big plastic container.  He started by removing some of the excess lanky growth which he no longer 
needed as it would not form any part of the new design, all the while making sure the exposed bare root 



system was kept moist.  The new container to be used, a large round Chinese pot, had been 
preprepared.    
 

 
 
He carefully positioned the tree and tied it into the container before filling the pot with his new potting 
mix and did some more trimming.  The final result after a hard days work:  
 

 
Many thanks Erich for making our afternoon so interesting for us.  Hopefully you will bring it back in a 
year or two in order for us to see how it is progressing.  Thank you also to Erika and Fred for the 
delicious goodies for our tea break and to the donors of the raffle prizes.  



Last Saturday we were invited to have a mini display of Bonsai at the Miniature Festival hosted by the 
Johannesburg Society of Miniature Enthusiasts in Northcliff.  We used 3 of the Heritage Bonsai from 
Brenthurst and were able to get some much needed exposure.  Apparently, there was a very good 
response in the morning but not too good in the afternoon.  Many thanks to all who did duty for us 
throughout the very hot day. 
 
Our next meeting is to be held on Saturday 21 October at 14:00, once again in the Division of the 
Roosevelt Park Recreation Centre.  Johan was scheduled to give us a demonstration but unfortunately 
he has been told he will have to work so he is unavailable.  As we still have so much to do at Brenthurst I 
have asked Paul, J-P and Godfrey to show you all how we do the repotting of the Bonsai in the Heritage 
Collection.  We will bring a couple of the Junipers and Olives, together with soil etc and have a working 
and educational meeting in Roosevelt Park.  We need more help with the collection in order to keep it in 
peak condition at all times so we need you all to get more involved, especially with the watering duties.  
Other tasks such as rotating the Bonsai regularly, moving them into the sun, trimming and weeding and 
also a fertilizing programme need to be attended to.  The raffle will operate as usual and if you would 
like any wire or tools, please let me know.  We will also have the watering and maintenance duty 
schedule for the heritage collection for November at the meeting.  In case loadshedding rears its ugly 
head again, please remember flasks of boiling water allow us to have a tea or coffee break.  The latest I 
have heard of The Floreum is the problem is now “politics” – whether true or not, who knows? 
 
Now, another interesting article from our friend Pieter: 
 

Group repotting 
 
Many years ago, I wanted to create a Celtis group with roots joined to show a huge root base. It did not 
work very well eventually, but I suppose that can be a matter of personal liking. 
I took a piece of slate about 15 mm thick and drilled holes in what I thought to be a random way, but 
this not true, because I planned a group with welcoming arms stretching to both left and right and 
inviting the view towards the centre. The larger tree(s) would be somewhere in the middle. I then 
threaded seven young Celtis saplings through the holes and planted the structure in my garden covered 
with about 7 cm garden soil. 
 

 
 
I was criticized because it was thought that I would not be able to keep the trees at the sides smaller. It 
was done by selective pruning at different stages and you can judge for yourself regarding the success. 
Eventually the trunks fattened up (about two years) and filled the holes and then roots above the slate. I 
lifted it from the garden growing patch and cut off the roots under the slate and then pulled the whole 
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contraption out of the holes. I then cut off all the short stubs that were located in the holes and planted 
it in a bonsai container. It ended up in an artificial container I had made. 
 

 
 
I thought it presented a natural scene with a small group of trees next to maybe something like a stretch 
of grassland or swamp. 
And then the trees started deteriorating. I lifted them out of the container and put them in a deeper pot 
to encourage recovery.  
 

         
 
These roots couldn’t be separated and were entangled.  
 



 
 
I thought that the group had recovered well in the two years in the deeper container. The old container 
had disintegrated and I was simply too lazy or busy to repair it, but I had something else in mind. I 
wanted to plant them in a slate slab that had previously contained a group of separate Celtisses, but had 
not survived the time I was ill. 
 

 
 
Here you can see me testing the idea and the result is shown below.  I am still using the same front, but 
have moved the group to the other side as compared to the original planting. I like the idea of the 
somewhat stronger branching is spreading out over the open space. It is now three weeks after the re-
potting and the trees are doing well. I will add moss later. What I am missing is natural clay to have built 
somewhat higher walls on the edge of the hollow in the slate. It is too dangerous to go and collect clay 
where I had previously been able to.  I hope you like this game that I played.  



 
Kind regards, 
Pieter Loubser 
 

Thank you Pieter, I certainly enjoyed it. 
 

 
 
The recently created Ginkgo group in all its spring glory at Brenthurst. 



Birthdays in October:  To Fred on the 12th, Marion on the 13th, Ruza on the 16th, Hazel on the 26th,               
                                        and Almero (in Holland) on the 28th, congratulations, we all hope you will 
enjoy your special day and have many more.   
 

Hoping to see you all on the 21st and please stay safe. 
 
Sincerely 

Derry 

 

CAKE DUTY ROSTER:               
 
October:  Anthoney Bosman 
November:   ……………………….Volunteer needed 
It would be appreciated if you would provide one plate of ‘sweet’ and one plate of ‘savoury’ 
please 

 

COMMITTEE: 
 
President:                      JOHAN NEL               (082) 575 6951      RUZA WHITAKER         (082) 873 7955              
Treasurer:                      DERRY RALPH          (082) 435 7126       GODFREY JONES          (082) 958 0771      
Secretary:                      STAN SIMCOX          (082) 467 8571       MIKE BULLIVANT         (071) 821 0272 
                                                                                                              ANTHONEY BOSMAN  (084) 357 7348       
                                         
Banking Details: Nedbank – Rosebank Gardens Branch – 195 805:   
                              Shibui Bonsai Kai:  A/C # 1958 289 906 
Don’t try to do an EFT as the account is ‘locked’ 

 
PS:  All committee members, we will be having a committee meeting    
        at 13:00 sharp on the 21st. 
   

 
PSS:  As I will not be available on these 3 days I need waterers at Brenthurst 
please: 
 
October 29 Sunday…………………………….. 
              30 Monday……………………………. 
              31 Tuesday…………………………… 
PLEASE RESPOND SOONEST AS I NEED TO ADVISE SECURITY 
 
 
 


