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Chairman Report for the October 2023 meeting

1. Chairman's Report

Midway Bonsai Society

In October we had a look at Literati with Desirée. She was kind enough to bring some
samples trees so we all could practice making some.

Literati is a very fun style. It is sometimes called Bunjin. This style of tree is often seen
at the seashore or in areas where trees have grown up reaching for the light in
competition with other trees that have since died or been felled.

The Bunjin style of bonsai is so free that it seems to violate all the principles of bonsai
form. The indefinite style has no specific form and is difficult to describe, however, its
confirmation is simple, yet very expressive. No doubt its most obvious characteristics are
those shapes formed by old age and extreme weather conditions.

We are also finalizing the MBS club shirts and the 2024 Program.

In our next meeting we will have a look at Pines with Richard Wright. He won the first
even Artisans Competition held at the Brat meeting. We are looking forward to learning a
bit more about Pines. Please bring your Pines, and let’s have some fun.

Hardus placed 2nd in the SABA New Talent competition.
Congratulations Hardus on this awesome achievement!

Stay safe, keep calm and water your trees.

Pieter Bosch
Chairman
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2. Club news

Our next meeting will be on 18 November 2023. Everyone is welcome.
Please bring your favourite trees for the show table. We will be doing Pines with Richard
Wright.
As usual we will be meeting from 12h00 to work on our own trees.

The talk will start at 14h00.
If you have a favourite topic that you want us to cover let me know and I will pass it on.

Program for 2023:

• 18 November – Black Pine workshop with Richard Wright
• December 2023- Year-end party

Workshops are active participation events. Some preparation might be need.
Details will be released in the Newsletter and WhatsApp group.

Program for 2024:
20 January – Root over Rock. Prepare trees and Rocks. Bring old projects.
17 February – Groups, Forests and Saikei.
16 March – Mames and NOSE Trees.
18 May – Accent plants
15 June – New Talent/ Soil and Substrate
20 July – Fertilizers with Arnold
17 August – Repotting and Pot Selection/
21 September – Spekbome and NOSE trees
19 October – Show Preparation
16 November – Indigenous Trees with Louis van der Walt (Oom Hennie will find out if he is
interested)

Membership fees

R320.00 for Single
R480.00 for Family
you can pay into the Club Account, state your name as reference to:

FnB
Heinrich Crystal
Account No: 63021469689
Branch: 250063

Midway Bonsai Society October 2023
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3. October’s meeting: Literati ~ Desiree Chinnion

Literati style derived from traditional Chinese scroll paintings of the literati.
Branches begin only at the top of a relatively high, straight or mostly gently curved
trunk. A half or three quarters of the trunk is bare. Branches form a small crone with
sparse foliage. They are crossing sometimes the trunk or other branches what is never
seen at other styles. Round, hexagonal or octagonal pots are preferred.
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Oom Hennie saw this little Cotton Ester and decided create a Literati with it.
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Look at this nice Literati that Jonathan made.
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Desiree working on a Literati.
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A few years ago, I took an Air layer from a large Japanese Maple.
The roots are quite stable now. This was its first pruning.
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Below: Heinrich and Mari working on the False Olive they bought.
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Below: The joy of working on a new tree.
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Below: Beautiful tree.
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On the 4th and 5th of November the South African Bonsai Convention was held
at the Durban Botanical Gardens. Please head to the SABA Facebook page for
more video clips and pictures of the trees.

Hardus represented Midway Bonsai Society at the New Talent Competition
and placed second. What an awesome achievement!

4. SABA
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Below: Hardus is pure concentration on this picture.
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Below: Focus Hardus-San, focus.
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Above: The full article can be found on bonsaiplace.net
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Below: Hardus with his SABA 2nd place certificate. Congratulations!



The Midway News

Midway Bonsai Society October 2023

1
6 16

Below: Hardus with his tree.
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I hope you have enjoyed this month's issue of the Midway News.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me directly.

If you want to show off a few of your trees in the Newsletter, please send some picture to
me. Thanks Arnold and Jonathan for the Pictures.

Pieter Bosch

5. Editor's letter

Below: My Ficus Burkei coming along nicely. Soon it will be ready.


