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Front page: This tree was 
severely infected with 
Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer. 
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Chairman’s Report for the January 2021 meeting

1. Chairman's Report

Midway Bonsai Society

We hosted the last meeting on a Zoom call and had quite a 
good attendance. The topic was a show and tell and 
everyone gave a story on one of their trees. 

Given the COVID situation and lockdowns etc we are not sure 
when the next meeting will be held at the club.

I am personally loving the weather today and all this rain is 
great for my bonsais.

Wishing everyone all the best for 2021.

Stay Safe.

Thivern Pillay
Chairman
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Below: This was a sunset as seen from my
home.
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2. Club news

With the Corona Virus still doing it’s thing, we will take every meeting by ear. For 
the foreseeable future will continue out meetings on Zoom. Everyone is welcome. 
Thivern will organise and send the links out ahead of the meetings, every 3rd

Saturday of the Month.

Midway Bonsai Society January 2021

3. January's meeting 

~“He who is not everyday conquering some fear has not learned the 
secret of life.”―Ralph Waldo Emerson

We had a very productive Zoom session, unfortunately I don’t have any 
photos. A number of our members shared a tree and its story with us, me 
included.

Everyone is welcome to join us on zoom, just pop Thivern a message and 
he will send you the invite link.

Above: This is my Ficus Burkei. This photo was
taken in 2013 when it become apart of my
collection. It believe it has been in my family 
since 1986.

Above: This Photo was taken in 2018. It still 
needs a lot of work, but that is part of the fun.
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4. Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer

Midway Bonsai Society January 2021

To the left: 
A zoomed in view 
of the photo on 
the front page. 
Here the holes can 
clearly be seen.

When Jonathan told us 2 of his trees were infected with PSHB my heart sank and I 
rushed out and checked every single tree near my house. Luckily I was unable to find 
anything.
Native to Southeast Asia, this beetle has a symbiotic relationship with the 
fungus (Fusarium Euwallaceae) which serves as a food source for the adults 
and their larvae.
The beetles can attack a wide range of living exotic and indigenous trees. In 
susceptible trees the fungus slowly kills the tree. First, the tree’s vascular 
system begins to fail, leaves begin to thin on the ends of the branches, 
eventually turning brown, leading to the branch and eventually the tree 
dying.
https://polyphagous-shot-hole-borer.co.za/the-problem/
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Below: This is how small the polyphagous Shot Hole Borer (PSHB). It’s smaller 
than 2mm.
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Below: This is the hole size

Midway Bonsai Society January 2021
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Below: This is the product that Jonathan used. Koinor. The active ingredient is 
imidacloprid. Now imidacloprid has been banned in Europe for it’s links with killing bee 
colonies, so be responsible when using this product. 
Don’t use it on trees or plants that is about to flower. 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-33348-4
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Below: This is how Jonathan injected the Systemic insecticide into every hole. The PSHB do not 
like that. As soon as you inject the poison you should see the beetle popping out.  
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Below: This is what the tree looks like today. Fully recovered.
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To the left: 
This tree is 
the other tree 
that was 
infected,
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4. Editor’s letter

Midway Bonsai Society January 2021

I hope you have enjoyed this months issue of the Midway News.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me directly. 

If you want to show off a few of your trees in the Newsletter, please send some picture to 
me. A big thank you to Jonathan for sending me all these pictures.

I would love to place a few in the Newsletter.

Pieter Bosch

This year is not getting any easier, but we will prevail.

Jonathan and Denise has thousands of trees. Big trees, Bonsai trees etc.. And only these 
two in the middle of all of those trees were infected. I found that incredible and very scary.
I am glad the trees involved shows no lasting damage. I can only assume the fungus was 
prevented from spreading before it could do serious damage. Check your trees, check your
neighbourhood trees. Johannesburg and South Africa stand to loose a very large 
percentage of our tree because of PSHB. Be vigilant and stay safe during this period of
uncertainty.

This was just a small newsletter so that you all do not forget me. 
This too shall pass.


