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Van die Redakteur

Beste Bonsai vriende

“Om akkurate rekords te hou is
noodsaaklik in verskeie velde soos
besigheid, gesondheidsorg, wetstoe-
passing en navorsing om aanspreek-
likheid, nakoming en kontinuiteit te
verseker. Die optekening van
gebeure of inligting behels die
dokumentasie van besonderhede,
feite of data op 'n sistematiese wyse
vir toekomstige verwysing, ontle-
ding of verifikasie. Rekords kan die
vorm aanneem van dokumente,
1€ers, oudio-opnames, videomateri-
aal of databasisse, afhangende van
die konteks en doel van bewaring.
Die handhawing van rekords van
persoonlike prestasies, mylpale of
ervarings kan dien as 'n bron van
motivering, inspirasie of refleksie in
'n mens se lewensreis.”

Bogenoemde is 'n mondvol! Is die
hou van rekords oor ons bonsai
noodsaaklik? Ek dink die hou
van rekord oor wanneer jy oor-
plant of selfs voeding gee kan
baie help. Wie kan sommer so
uit jou kop onthou wanneer jy
laas watter boom oorgeplant
het?

Ek persoonlik hou ’n foto
rekord van my bome. Is dit be-
langrik? Nee, ek dink nie so nie
behalwe dat dit vir my baie lek-

ker is om somtyds terug te kyk hoe
my bome gevorder het. Dit dien
vir my as inspirasie en motive-
ring.

Ek het besluit om ’n reeks te begin
wat ek “Progress history of trees”
gaan noem. Ek begin in hierdie
uitgawe met een van my eie bome
maar gaan poog om ander lede,
wat wel rekord van bome het, se
inligting in die toekoms te gebruik.

Indien jy sulke rekords het, stuur
dit asb aan my vir toekomstige
uitgawes. En as jy nie het nie,
begin dit gerus hou. Dit is lekker
om terug te kyk na die vordering
van jou bome en die veranderings
wat jy met bome gemaak het.

Bonsai groete

Jaco

“Every branch, every leaf tells a story in the
intricate world of bonsai.”




BRAT meeting of 30 August 2025

The Pretoria Bonsai Kai hosted the BRAT meeting that was held on 30 August 2025. It turned out to be
a great day with just more than 80 people attending. The Pretoria Kai gave (free) soup and bread to at-
tendees, which was enjoyed by all.

The headliners were Pieter Bosch who spoke about Spekbome, Ian Pringle teaching us about Baobab
trees and Christa Vermaak who discussed Azalea’s as bonsai. The exhibition tree’s were of high stan-
dard. There was also an artisans competition which took place during the presentations. Shame, the arti-
sans missed out on the presentations.....

Due to the large sizes of the presentations (Powerpoint) they will not be published in this newsletter.

Below: Ian and Org speaking about Baobab trees.




BRAT meeting of 30 August 2025

Above: Pieter teaching us what to do with Spekboom.

Below: Christa sharing her knowledge about Azaleas.




BRAT meeting of 30 August 2025

The artisans competition is for people who has more than ten years' experience in bonsai. Each partici-
pant had to bring his own tree and then style and transform it (and some planted it into a bonsai pot) in
four hours. Five artisans took part. The artisans were Arnold de Beer from Midway Bonsai Society,
Vorster Fourie from Pretoria Bonsai Kai, Ky Basson from Bonsai Addicts, Richard Wright representing
Suikerbos Bonsai Kai and Stefann Pretorius also from Suikerbos. Each explained to the people attending
what they planned to do with the tree before starting. The completed trees were stunning. It was clear to
see that the artisans are experienced artists. The winner, voted by people attending the day, was Stefann
Pretorius.

Left: Arnold worked on a
Wild Olive.

Below: Ky transformed a
very difficult Wild Olive
into something amazing.

It was mind-blowing how Richard moved some of the
dead wood on this tree from one side to the other. It is
going to be a show stopper in the future.




BRAT meeting of 30 August 2025

A

Above: Vorster Fourie, assisted by Danie ‘Rooibaard’, transformed a slanting Juniper to a beauti-
ful upright tree. This tree will be stunning when it is planted in the correct bonsai pot.

The winner of the artisans competition, as
voted for by the attendees, was Stefann.
The transformation speaks for itself.
Stefann made the pot he planted the tree
into himself.

Right: Stefann receives the trophy from
Lennard West, BRAT chairperson, and Org
Exley, Pretoria Bonsai Kai Chairman.




Progress history of trees - Commiphora neglecta by Jaco Kriek

Round about 1998, after seeing some beautiful Commiphora in the Durban clubs, I purchased a Commi-
phora in a black bag at a nursery in Pietermaritzburg. I wanted a Commiphora harveyi but did not look
properly at the label and when I got home I discovered that it was a Commiphora neglecta. I was very
disappointed. For years I did nothing with the tree and just left it in the corner where it luckily did get
some water to survive. It grew a tall trunk with a clump of roots. In about 2011 I decided to cut off the
trunk with just a few roots and made a literati from it. I planted the clump root into a plastic bucket and
again just left it in the corner and neglected it. It then grew branches all around the edge of the clump
where the original trunk was removed. Those new trunks grew straight and was about two to three
meters high. See photo below left.

In the spring of 2018 I decided to cut those long new trunks down to different lengths. See photo below
right.

I then started to down-pot the tree so as to gradually
reduce the roots, although it had surprisingly few
roots. I also started developing ramification.

The photo on the right was taken in August 2019.




Progress history of trees - Commiphora neglecta by Jaco

In the next year, August 2020 I planted it into a flat bonsai pot. It had developed fairly good fine branch-
ing. Photo below left taken on 30 August 2020. By Oktober 2022 it was well enough developed that I
had the courage to show it at the Green Olive nursery exhibition. Photo below right.

I was bestowed the great honour by Liam that he published it in his book “GROWING SOUTH AFRI-
CAN TREES AS BONSAI”, photo below left. In May 2025 I showed it at the Japanese festival exhibi-
tion in it’s autumn colours, photo below right.

I 'am so glad that I mistakenly bought this tree as a harveyi in 1998 as it is a wonderful tree for bonsai. It
is easy, hardy and can be enjoyed in all seasons and it makes the most beautiful red fruit.




Vergadering van 6 September 2025

Een vergadering per jaar besoek ons 'n tuin van een van ons lede. Hierdie jaar was dit die tuin van Fred
en Erika Kohler. Alhoewel hulle in Roodepoort woon was daar 'n hele aantal lede wat wel die moeite
gedoen het om te gaan. Dit was baie lekker om Erika se pragtige bome te bewonder, wat oor groot dele
van haar tuin staan. Daar is lekker onder skadu bome ontspan terwyl Erika aan ’n baie verwaarlooste
Juniper gewerk het. Org het ook gelyktydig gewys hoe hy 'n “air layer” op 'n Maple doen en hy het ook
'n Natal vy wat baie jare laas oorgeplant is oorgeplant. Die dag is natuurlik afgesluit met 'n lekker
vleisie braai. Dit was ’n baie lekker dag en ons bedank vir Fred en Erika vir hulle gasvryheid.




Vergadering van 6 September 2025

Below clockwise: The Maple on which Org did the air layer. After removing the bark and cambium
Org applied some rooting hormone to the upper side where the bark was removed. He tied strong
wire with loops around the trunk that will hold the pot to be fitted. Org then placed wet sphagnum
moss around the trunk which he tied with rope. Then a pot was cut open and fitted around the trunk,
after which some tape was rapped around. The remainder of the pot was filled with bonsai soil mix
and watered well.

This Natal fig was very neglected and has not being repotted for some seasons. Note all the weeds
in the pot. The weeds were first removed, then the tree was lifted and the roots trimmed, after
which it was planted in the same pot with new bonsai soil mix. A large branch was also removed.
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Microbe cells in trees

A new study has discovered that trees contain a rich and diverse microbiome inside their tree trunks,
much like humans do in our bodies.

An average tree contains approximately one trillion microbe cells, according to data acquired from
sampling the DNA of 150 trees and published in the journal Nature.

Katie Field, a plant biologist at Sheffield University, UK, who was not involved in the research, said the
study "helps redefine how we see trees — not just as standalone organisms, but as complex, integrat-
ed ecosystems that include a vast network of microbial life."

Reviving forests in northern Ghana with natural regeneration

"In the same way that human microbiomes are important for our health, this work suggests we may
need to start thinking similarly about trees. It opens a whole new frontier for environmental microbiol-
ogy, forest science, and even biotechnology," Field said.

One trillion microbes per tree

Microbes are an important part of plant life. The discovery of a 'wood-wide web' — a network that
connects fungal filaments and tree roots in underground soil — led to the idea that other organisms
aid plant growth and defense against pathogens.

But little is known about the microbes living inside healthy wood.

Wood microbiomes are specialized
Microbes weren't equally distributed through the tree — specialized microbial communities existed in
different parts of wood.

The inner heartwood and outer sapwood contained completely different microbial communities.
Denser heartwood was dominated by microbes that don't need oxygen, while the sapwood contained

more oxygen-requiring microbes.

Different microbiomes were also found in different tree species. Maple trees, for example, contained

high abundance of microbes that are adept at breaking down sugars.

Further experiments showed that different communities changed gas concentrations inside these

woods.

Do tree microbiomes affect forest health?
Whether these specialized microbiomes affect the health of their tree hosts is unclear. More studies
are needed to understand how microbiomes affect wider forest health, but the authors believe there

is a link.




Micobe cells in trees

The study may also open new questions. For Field, this includes investigating the roles microbiomes

play in tree aging, defence and decay.

"There is also clear potential to explore whether managing or modifying wood microbiomes could help
improve forest resilience or carbon cycling," said Field.

Gewirtzman suggests it could also answer big picture questions about how climate change impacts
trees, or whether tree microbiomes could be deployed for other purposes.

"How will climate change affect these internal ecosystems and forest health? And can we harness

these microbes for new forest management or biotechnology applications?"

But Michael Kohler, a botanist at Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany, told DW it's far
too early for Gewirtzman's group to start monitoring tree microbiomes to measure climate impacts
and forest health.

"We're investigating this at the moment — how climate change is affecting the microbiome of seeds

and seedlings in grasslands," he told DW.

Edited by: MW Agius
Author: Fred Schwaller
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Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025
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Jaco het die Burtt-davyi van ’n steggie gegroei. Hy het die rotsie,
wat Christa geskenk het, op die raffle gekry en die boompie
daarop geplant in Januarie 2023.




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025 - mini uitstalling

Bo: Ilza het hierdie Olm in 2014 begin. Sy
het by die vergadering besluit dat sy die
onderste tak gaan afsny.

Bo: Christa het hierdie Azalea sowat 23 jaar gelede
as klein plantjie by Magoebaskloof gekoop.

Above: This is an English EIm owned by Bruce. It shows that dead wood can be preserved.

Below: An Elm by Erika with extremely small leaves.




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025 - mini uitstalling

’ Y § .
Bo: Hierdie klompie Olms, moontlik Engelse Olms, het Ester n klompie jare gelede by Hannes Fritz se
plaas uitgegrawe.

Onder links: Christa noem dat 'n paar boompies uit die woud gevrek het en dat sy nie soortgelyke
boompies kry om hulle te vervang nie. Die groot boom regs het Christa by Rolf gekry toe hy Suidkus
toe verhuis het. Altwee is “Chinese Maples”.

Links: Jaco het hierdie Olm,
moontlik 'n Chinese Olm, in
omtrent 1995 begin van ’n saadjie
wat onder die moederboom op-
gekom het.




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025 - mini uitstalling

Bo en Onder: Hierdie Olms behoort almal aan Bruce.

Above: This Cotoneaster of Erika’s has extreme-
ly small leaves. Erika planted a small tree in her
garden and forgot about it. She discovered it
about 15 years ago and dug it out.




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025 - mini uitstalling

Bo: Johan het die Olm van ’'n steggie begin so drie jaaf_gelede. Die Olien regs het Johan gewys om raad
te vra of hy dalk die boom regop moet plant. Onder links: Johan noem dat daar 'n paar bome gevrek het
in die Olm woud.

These three Elms belong to
Erika. Note the variegated
variety on the far left.




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025

Tip of the month by Johan Els

Johan said that aerial roots from fig trees often does not reach the soil when the humidity is not high,
and then dies off. Johan showed a Port Jackson fig, Ficus rubiginosa, which had one aerial root that
reached the soil the previous season. There are some more arial roots that started growing this season
and which are still in the air. Johan demonstrated a method with straws, which one uses to drink cold
drinks with, to use to help the roots reach the soil.

Johan showed that he cuts the straws open, the total length of the straw. He stated that in the past he
used the straw uncut but when he wanted to remove the straw it was very difficult and he accidentally
cut off the root. When the straw is cut open one can just bend it open and remove it.

Above left to right:

Johan cutting the straws open. Be careful not to also cut your fingers.

Johan fitted the straw carefully around the root. He used two straws fitted over each other so that the
bottom straw reaches the soil level.

The straw reaching the soil level.

Johan said that the aerial roots must be as vertical as possible for aesthetic impact. He adjusted the root
indicated above after the photo was taken. It could be an idea to use a wide pot if the branches extends
over the pot rim.

Johan also warned that once a couple of roots from the same branch reaches the soil, they could cause
that the growth of that branch increases and the branch could become much thicker. You will have to
watch this.

Johan also places fine Sphagnum moss on the soil which assists in keeping the surface humid.
It is a good idea to try to get water or humidity into the straw. Johan said that he will make something to

assist with the moisture and show that at a future meeting.
L




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025

Ulmus — Olm of lep

Deur Carl de Beer

Navorsing

Gedurende my oplees kon ek niks of baie min kry onder die naam Elm.
Goeie bonsai foto’s is ook skaars.

Die inligting wat verkry is is onder die botaniese naam “Ulmus”.
Omdat dit in Suid Afrika as indringer geklassifiseer is, is bome nie by

kwekerye beskikbaar nie — hulle ken dit nie.

Inleiding

Engels = Elm

Afrikaans = Olm of lep

40 spesies

Baie variéteite

Oorspronklik van Asié en Europa

Indringer in S.A.

Manlike en vroulike blomme apart maar aan dieselfde boom




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025

Identifikasie van Olm

Blomme en saad (foto bo regs van saad)

Klein blomme geen kroonblare en gevleulde saad. Onwaarskynlik dat
dit by 'n bonsai boom teenwoordig sal wees.
Bladwisselend

Blare (foto regs)

Afwisselend

Rande getand tot dubbel getand
Asimmetries

Prominente enkele hoofaar en syare - parallel |

Nie te verwar met die Haagbreuk (Hornbeam) nie.
Haagbreuk blare nie asimetries nie.




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025

Karakter van die Olm boom

Groeiwyse
Breé kroon.
Verskillende hoogtes van 18 m tot 50 meter
Wortels—Vet, vleesagtig en sag (buigbaar)

Stam
Bas van stam is grys gevlek — fynblaar Olm (foto onder links)
Kurkagtig — variéteite van die fynblaar Olm (parvifolia) (foto
onder regs)

Ulmus parvifolia

Lacebark i

Sekondére takke
Zig zag
Kort nodes
Bome is ryp bestand

Voortplanting
Saad nie baie geskik nie.
Lopers (root suckers)
Stiggies
Sagte stiggies — vroeg somer
Harde stiggies — laat winter
Wortel stiggies — winter

Luglaag (airlayer) - Lente
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Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025

Olm as bonsai
'n Baie geskikte boom vir bonsai
Mooi bas

Klein blare
Gehard

Style
Feitlik enige styl
Geskik vir besem styl a.g.v. hoe die boom vertak
Wortels oor rots style a.g.v. wortels wat sag en buigbaar is, vat
net lank om hard te word
Nie geskik vir ontblote wortel styl nie, omdat wortels so lank vat
om hard te word
Potte
Dieperige pot om genoeg grond te hou
Verder hang pot af van die styl en grootte van die boom

Snoei
Snoei gereeld terug — wag totdat blare verhard het.
Vir fyn groei en blaar verkleining.
Help om kleiner blare te ontwikkel.
Stylering — groot snoeiwerk — gedurende die groei seisoen.
Die alternatiewe groei en kort internodes maak die boom geskik

vir snoei en groei. (clip and grow)

Bedrading
Enige tyd
Winter — as daar nie blare is nie.
Takke mag maklik breek
Somer — na ontblaring
Weerhou water vir 'n paar dae.




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025

Onderhoud
Grond
Het nie baie fiemies oor die grond nie.

Ph kan aan die hoé kant wees.
Water

Meer nat as droog
Kan heeljaar buite wees

Kan koue tot minus 30 grade celsius hanteer
Plant goed oor

Peste
By ons— gewone goggas; luise, rooi spinnekop.
Oorsee—Nederlandse Olm siekte (Dutch Elm Disease) en goggas
wat spesialiseer op Olms

Voorbeelde:

Below: U. Parvifolia Chinese elm
—Tobie Kleynhans

Above: U. Parvifolia suberosa Cork bark elm




Vergadering van 4 Oktober 2025

Voorbeelde:
Zelkova Grey bark elm U. Parvifolia (Chinese elm)
Kathy Steyn Gail Theron

Below: U. Minor ‘Atinia’ English elm
Freddie Bisschoff

Above: Photo by unknown author.
Licenced under CC BY-NC-ND




Terugvoering oor demonstrasie /werkswinkelbome

In Koeda se tweede uitgawe van 2018, wat terugvoering gegee het oor die vergadering van 7 April 2018,
is die onderste foto’s gewys en as volg daaroor rapporteur: “Kobus het in 2016 die onderste Olien by
Koega uitgegrawe op een van daai “dig trippies”. Hy vertel dat die boom drie maande geneem het voor-
dat hy enige teken van lewe gewys het. Soos gesien kan word, het die boom mooi gevat en was dit nou
tyd vir drastiese snoeiwerk na ’n basiese raamwerk. Die boom het indrukwekkende ‘nebari’ en beloof
om ’n prag bonsai te word.*

Kobus is gevra om die boom na die vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025 te neem sodat gesien kon word
wat van die boom geword het. Onder is foto’s wat op die dag geneem is. Kobus het vertel dat hy sedert
die eerste snoei werk op die vergadering van 7 April 2018 niks weer aan die boom gedoen het nie. Ko-
bus gaan hierdie somer begin om styleerwerk aan die boom te doen. Somtyds is dit goed om *n boom vir
’n paar seisoene net te los om sterk te groei en te herstel voordat verdere werk weer gedoen word. Ons
sien uit om die vordering van die boom dop te hou.

Bonsai trees are tiny wonders that have fascinated people
for centuries. They need a lot of patience and dedication
to grow. Their growth is much slower than regular trees.




Bonsai Kalender — Deur Francois van As

Wat doen ons in November en Desember?

November word beskou as laat lente terwyl Desember die somer inwy.
Die tabel hieronder toon dat warm temperature ons voorland gaan wees,
wat beteken dat die grond in ons bonsai potte vinnig kan uitdroog. Wa-
tertoediening is dus van uiterste belang. Lig speel 'n belangrike rol in die

ontwikkeling van lote en moet buitenshuise bonsai gereeld gedraai word

om enige wanbalans in takvorming te voorkom. Doen gereeld inspeksie

en pas konstante verfyningsnoei toe. Die lote van bladwisselende bome kan teruggesnoei word tot een of
twee pare blare wat vertakking en die verkleining van blare teweeg sal bring. Nuwe groei by naaldblaar-
bome moet ook konstant teruggepluk word. Indien daar gevoel word dat jong takkies nou reeds bedraad
moet word, moet daarop gelet word om die draad nie te styf om die takkie te draai nie. Die vinnige groei
wat nou plaasvind sal maak dat die draad maklik insny. Dit is ‘'n belangrike tyd van die jaar vir voeding en
die meeste bome moet regdeur die somer bemes word. Bladwisselende bome kan seewierekstrak
(Seagro), 2:3:2 en L.A.N afwisselend elke maand ontvang terwyl Naaldblaarbome 3:1:1 of seewierekstrak

toegedien kan word. Warm, vogtige toestande bevorder peste, hou dus dop en behandel vroegtydig.

Bonsai-groete

Francois

Hoe lyk Pretoria se klimaat hierdie tyd van die jaar?
Pretoria het ‘n gematigde savanne (grasvlakte) klimaat met warm, nat somers en droé winters. Van Mei tot Sep-
tember reén dit selde en wanneer wel, is dit maar min.

Gemiddelde Gemiddelde mini- | Gemiddelde | Gemiddelde | Gomiggeide mm
Maand maksimum tem- mum temperatuur | ure sonskyn neerslaq per neerslag per
peratuur (°C) (°C) per dag ma ar?dp maand
November 27 16 9 12 61-100mm
Desember 28 17 9 15 101-200mm

Bron: http://www.whatstheweatherlike.org/southafrica/pretoria.htm



http://www.whatstheweatherlike.org/southafrica/pretoria.htm

Snippets

Our Environment.

Ceiling fans are far more environmentally friendly than air-
conditioning. Fans circulate the air in the room, which pro-
vides a gentle, cooling breeze. Ceiling fans can even be more
hygienic as the air is circulated in the room, providing a gen-
tle, cooling breeze while air conditioning can capture mould,
mildew, and even cold viruses, which can circulate back into
your home the next time you use the air conditioner. Fans
also won't let out the same, musty air into the room like air
conditioners can.

7

Ceiling fans are also much more cost effective than air condi-
tioners. Air conditioners can use up to 1000 watts or more. A
ceiling fan, however, uses around 50 watts and even as low as
30 watts.

Inspirasie uit die natuur

e

Can waiinlanie %
Y .

Soms val ‘'n boom om, of 'n Olifant of voertuig stamp hom om. Indien die wortels baie versteur is
kan die boom vrek. Maar in die geval hier bo kan gesien word dat die boom aanhou groei het deur

'n tak wat vertikaal gegroei het. Dit lyk na 'n Witgat, Boscia albitrunca.

lets wat in bonsai baie mooi sal lyk?
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20:‘gzkeldme / Maintenance Vroeg Mid- Laat Vroeg Mid-
chedule lente lente lente somer somer Laat somer
. Early Mid- Late Early Mid- Late summer
Seisoen: . ) .
Season: spring spring spring summer summer
Maand / Month: Sep Okt / Oct Nov Des / Dec Jan Feb
Kort dormante periode, kon-
Herontwaking, nuwe groei Nuwe groei solideer nuwe groei
New growth Short period of dormancy, consoli-

Die boom se jaarsiklus
Reawakening, new growth
date new growth

The tree’s yearly cycle

Bonsai van saad
Bonsai from seed

Bonsai van steggies
Bonsai from cuttings

Verplant / Potting

Herpot met wortelsnoei
Repot with root pruning

Immergroen en bladwisselende bome
Evergreen and deciduous trees

. Vormsnoei
Aks!e/ Formative pruning
Action Knyp groeipunte

Pinch growth points

Bemesting / Fertilizer

Insekdoders / Insecticide

Somerbeskerming
Summer protection
Winterbeskerming
Winter protection

Mid
Vroe Vroe Laat win-
. g herfs Laat herfs . & Mid-
Seisoen: herfs . winter . ter
Mid Late au- win- .
Season: Early au- Early Late win-
au- tumn . ter
tumn winter ter
tumn
Maand / Month: Mrt/Mar Apr Mei/May Jun Jul Aug
Die boom se jaarsiklus Bery voor vir dormante periode Dormant gedurende die winter
The tree’s yearly cycle Prepare for winter dormancy Winter dormancy
Vir beste resultate gebruik vars saad

Bonsai van saad

Bonsai from seed For best results, use fresh seed

Bonsai van steggies
Bonsai from cuttings

Verplant / Potting

Herpot met wortelsnoei Immergroen bome
Evergreen trees

Repot with root pruning

. Vormsnoei
Aks!e/ Formative pruning
Action Knyp groeipunte

Pinch growth points

Bemesting / Fertilizer

Insekdoders / Insecticide

Somerbeskerming
Summer protection

Winterbeskerming
Winter protection




