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 Koeda  
Pretoria Bonsai Kai 

The word Koeda is Japanese and means: ‘Graceful branch’. It is pronounced Ko-eda. 

Van die redakteur 

Enige idees, artikels of terug-
voering rakende die nuusbrief kan 
gegee word aan Jaco Kriek by: 
 
Jacospringkaan@gmail.com 

Bonsai Friends 
 

I had a conversation with one of the 
members about the summer 
approaching and our plans for our 
trees. He was so enthusiastic and 
positive. An optimist. He inspired 
me at that moment to also look 
forward to the growing season. But 
what is an optimist? 
 
“An optimist is someone who tends 
to be positive, confident, and 
hopeful about the future. Optimists 
generally see the world through rose
-colored glasses, focusing on the 
good aspects of any situation while 
ignoring or downplaying any 
potential negatives.” 
 
I think in general, and I know you 
must never generalize, that bonsai 
people are mostly optimists.  
 
We collect and plant seeds and 
believe that they are all going to 
grow and become beautiful bonsai. 
We take cuttings and trust that they 
will all take and become stunning 
bonsai trees. We dig trees and care 
for them as if it is a future prized 
tree. We plan a feeding schedule and 
are optimistic that it is the ultimate.  
 

 

Our ongoing relationship with bonsai as 
a living sculpture helps cultivate peace 

of mind that can last a lifetime.  

  Morten Albek 

And being optimistic is part of the 
joy and satisfaction that we get from 
doing bonsai. And when things do 
not work out the way we planned, 
we try again and enjoy it again. 
And, very importantly, we motivate 
other bonsai lovers, like my friend 
at the Kai did to me. 
 
Enjoy your bonsai journey this 
coming season and stay optimistic 

and motivate others! 

 

Jaco 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

Johan het vier van sy Ficus Burtt-davyi boompies gewys. Johan se boompies het verskriklike klein blaar-
tjies. 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

 

Above: Zenique had a Japanese day at her school and was asked to take a bonsai to display. They took this 
Boxwood out of the garden and created an “instant” bonsai. It certainly looks like it has potential for the 
feature. 
 
Onder: Esther het hierdie mooi en delikate Tambotie (Spirostachys Africana) gewys. 

Onder: Org se Witstinkhout wor-
tel oor rots. Org het genoem dat 
hy van die wortels wil uitdun. 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

 

Bo: Org se Olm met baie fyn vertakking. Org wil van die fynvertakking bietjie uitdun die somer. 
 
Onder: Hierdie mooi Vuurdoring (Pyracantha) behoort aan Erika. 

Onder: Jaco het die “slanting” Swartapiesdoring gewys. 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

 

Bo: Org se Witstinkhout met baie fyn vertakking. Org wil van die fynvertakking bietjie uitdun die somer 
asook aan die wortels werk. 
 
Onder: Jaco het ’n Koperstamkanniedood (Commiphora Harveyi) gewys. 

Links: Liam het ’n skildery gewys 
wat hy van ’n Ficus burtt-davyi ge-
maak het wat as inspirasie gedien 
het.  
 
Liam is besig met ’n hele reeks 
skilderye wat hy by die konvensie 
in November gaan wys, met al die 
bome wat as inspirasdie gedien het 
vir elke skildery. 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

Shot Hole Borer Beetle (PSHB): -  By Dr. Nico Labuschagne  

Dr Nico Labuschagne gave a talk on the invasive Shot Hole Borer. He 
showed a presentation during the talk but it was decided to publish an 
article that he wrote for the Retreat Fauna & Flora Newsletter Sept 

2024: 
 
 
 
The Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer Beetle (PSHB): a threat to 
our indigenous trees. * 
                                                               By Dr. Nico Labuschagne 
 

*This article first appeared in the Retreat Fauna & Flora Newslet-

ter Sept 2024.  

In the previous newsletter we discussed another stem borer bee-

tle that is currently attacking our River Bushwillow trees in The 

Retreat. In this (second) installment we are discussing the more aggressive shot hole borer 

which we do not have in the estate yet. 

 

 
 

PSHB in a nutshell 
 
• A small, 2mm long, wood boring beetle. 

• Is a foreign invader that has spread to eight out of nine of our provinces. 

• The beetle is already present in Pretoria. 

• In South Africa, more than 161 tree species (mostly indigenous) has been infested. 

• It’s associated fungal symbiont is a plant pathogen that kills infested trees. 

• Is considered to be one of the world’s most difficult invasive pests to control. 

• Currently there are only 6 tree species that have been identified/ selected as resistant to the 

pest. 

• An important means of spread is by infested wood (such as firewood) that are brought into 

uninfested areas. 

 The good news 
 

We still have a window period for keeping PSHB out of our estate and area! 

It is therefore important for all residents to take note of the potential threat of accidental intro-

duction of PSHB into our estate and our area.  
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

Shot Hole Borer Beetle (PSHB): -  By Dr. Nico Labuschagne  

What a tongue twister! At least we can refer to the acronym (PSHB). 
 
The polyphagous shot hole borer beetle Euwallacea fornicatus (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) has 

recently been introduced into South Africa and is classified as a notifiable invasive pest in SA. 

The term ‘polyphagous’ refers to the ability of the insect to infest many different tree species. 

The insect is native to South East Asia and apart from South Africa, has also been detected in 

the United States, Hawaii, Israel, Australia, Poland, Italy, Germany and the Netherlands. 

This tiny wood boring beetle has a symbiotic relationship with the fungus Fusarium euwallaceae, 

which causes branch die-back and can kill susceptible trees. The beetle tunnels deep into the 

trunks of susceptible host trees, constructing galleries and lining these galleries with its fungal 

symbiont which serve as a primary food source for the insect.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Van Rooyen, Elmar et al. The po-

lyphagous shot hole borer beetle: Current 

status of a perfect invader in South Africa. 

S. Afr. j. sci. [online]. 2021, vol.117,  pp.1-

10.  

In susceptible host trees, fungal stain develops in 

the sapwood around infestation holes as can be 

seen here in wild plum. Image source:https://

www.fabinet.up.ac.za/index.php/research/7. 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

Shot Hole Borer Beetle (PSHB): -  By Dr. Nico Labuschagne  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susceptible host plants 
 
The hosts of PSHB include many of our indigenous trees in urban areas as well as natural      

forests and major agricultural crops such as avocado, lemon and orange, macadamia, pecan 

nut, peach, and guava as well as important plantation forestry trees. Trees in urban areas and 

home gardens are especially vulnerable.  

The complete list of confirmed PSHB hosts can be viewed at https://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/

images/PSHB/PSHB_host_list_v6_20230417.pdf 

Many of the trees in The Retreat are susceptible to PSHB. Amongst these, the River Bushwillow 

has been categorised as a reproductive host in which both the beetle and the fungus establish, 

and in which the beetle successfully reproduces.  

 

 
 
What can be done to contain PSHB? 

This pest is considered to be among the world's most difficult invasions to control.  

Chemical control of PSHB has mostly been ineffective or only partially effective. The most re-

commended management strategies include sanitation (removal) of infested hosts and avoiding 

the spread of infested material. Current mitigation methods in SA include preventing introduction 

of the insect into an uninfested area by, for example, bringing potentially infested wood (eg. fire-

wood) into the area.  

As a preventative measure, The Retreat’s garden landscaping application forms now include a 

stipulation that only PSHB resistant trees are to be planted in all new plantings. 

Example of tunnels caused by the 
polyphagus shot hole borer, deep 
into a tree trunk. 
Image source:  http://polyphagous-

shot-hole-borer.co.za/pshb-beetle/ 

https://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/images/PSHB/PSHB_host_list_v6_20230417.pdf
https://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/images/PSHB/PSHB_host_list_v6_20230417.pdf
http://polyphagous-shot-hole-borer.co.za/pshb-beetle/
http://polyphagous-shot-hole-borer.co.za/pshb-beetle/
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

Shot Hole Borer Beetle (PSHB): -  By Dr. Nico Labuschagne  

Furthermore, where infested trees occur, infested branches or entire trees should be removed 

and destroyed according to specific guidelines (https://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/index.php/research-

groups/pshb-new/background-info/what-can-be-done ) 

 To be effective, a control strategy has to be implemented at a national, provincial and municipal 

level. Therefore, a national strategic framework has recently been developed to combat PSHB in 

South Africa.  

What should be done at The Retreat? 

As mentioned before, we still have a window period for keeping PSHB out of our estate, but that 
will require a concerted and coordinated effort also involving our neighboring estates throughout 
the whole Hazeldean area.  

 

  For updated information on PSHB see http://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/pshb 

 

            The main components of a preventative strategy should include:  

1. Making all residents of the area aware of the danger posed by PSHB to our trees,     and 

therefore also our fauna and flora. 

2. Preventing introduction of the insect into the area by means of potentially infested wood 

(such as fire-wood). 

3. Reporting any possible signs of infestation in our trees, so that immediate steps for contain-

ment can be taken according to the existing guidelines/ recommendations.  

4. Only planting selected PSHB resistant tree species in future. 

https://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/index.php/research-groups/pshb-new/background-info/what-can-be-done)
https://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/index.php/research-groups/pshb-new/background-info/what-can-be-done)
http://www.fabinet.up.ac.za/pshb
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          By Johan Els 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

Why do winter pruning? 

Winter pruning of bonsai focuses on shaping the tree while it's 

dormant, promoting back budding, and preparing it for the growing 

season. Key techniques include removing crossing branches, reduc-

ing branch length and thinning out dense areas. Always leave a small 

stub when pruning branches to prevent dieback.  

Also, there is so much to do come spring, this gives you a head start , 

helping you utilizing even winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When is the best time to do winter pruning?  

THE BEST TIME WOULD BE WHEN THE LEAVES START TO CHANGE CO-
LOUR. THEN WHEN THEY TURN BROWN AND START FALLING OFF. 

THE RIGHT TIME IS UPON YOU 
WHEN THERE IS NO MORE SAP 
FLOW, GET STUCK IN. 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

THINGS TO CONSIDER  

• Firstly, your plant needs to be healthy. Nothing to dramatic to be attempted 

• If the plant grew abundantly more can be tried, especially if the plant is being 
developed. 

Observe and Plan:  

• Carefully examine the bonsai and decide which branches need to be removed 
or shortened.  

Work Incrementally:  

• Don't remove too much material at once. It's better to prune gradually and 
make adjustments over time.  

Consider the Tree's Overall Health:  

• Ensure the tree is healthy enough to handle the pruning process.  

Aftercare:  

• Keep the tree relatively dry for a couple of days after pruning to allow the cuts 
to heal.  
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

SPECIES 

• ANY DECIDUOUS PLANTS EA. TRIDENT AND JAPANESE MAPLES, CELTIS, 
ELM 

• COULD IT BE DONE ON INDIGENOUS PLANTS? YES – ANY DECIDUOUS 
SPECIES 

• TRIDENT MAPLES BLEEDS IN SPRING IF YOU MISSED YOUR WINDOW  

• CONIFERS ARE ALSO TO BE WORKED ON NOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do`s and Do not`s  

Choose branch structures, length of internodes….plan for the future 

Carving can also be done now, HOWEVER NO CARVING ON WET WOOD 

 Take off all remaining leaves to expose the structure and make decision    
making easier. Purposeful gestures. 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

 It will also help when wiring the tree to help prevent breaking of buds and 
young leaves. 

 When done with maintenance pruning and wiring, they go back to the bench. 

Is it necessary to place the plant in a hot house? Only if it is a plant sensitive to 
cold conditions. 

 If you do not do this, you are not maximizing the full seasons to ensure great 

results. 

 Spring is so busy trying to transplant all that needs to be repotted….within the 
window of opportunity. 

 We don’t experiment and play enough. 

 

Other things that can also be done now  

Cleaning of moss, from root and trunk bases. If the moss stays wet it can cause 
rot especially on plants with loose bark, you will lose bark and maybe even your 
plant if the moss is severe. 

Clean your tools, and sharpen them. 

Prepare soil mixes. 

Have the pots chosen for each specific plant 
ready and the mesh wired in and fasting 

wires in place. 

Weeding, take care of weeds now…there is 
time to do so now. 
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DEFOLIATION  

All deciduous plants that did not drop their leaves should be helped to ensure a flus of new 
growth when spring arrives: 

Can one defoliate Evergreens? 

• Yes, if the plant is healthy. 

• Depends on the species. 

• Keep an eye on the weather. Cold and hot spells. 

• Don’t over or under water plants. 

Final tips & Takeaways  

HEALTHY TREES 

• The healthier the tree the more severe the work can be 

UTILIZING ALL THE SEASONS 

• Getting the tree ready for spring and having time to do so 

TIMING  

• When to start winter pruning, and defoliation to ensure vigorous spring growth 

AFTER CARE 

• Seal all cuts, protect sensitive plants. Check watering and weather conditions 
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Vergadering van 5 Julie 2025 

MOST IMPORTANT 

Experiment, HAVING FUN 

Write down your findings and share your experiences 

 

INFO OBTAINED FROM: 

 

RICHARD WRIGHT 

GARY HOWES 

 
GOOGLE AI 

Thank You  
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Some Spring tips for bonsai 

Taken from: bonsaitreegardener.net  

Spring Awakening: New Growth Begins 
 
As the last wisps of winter's chill dissipate, what signs should bonsai enthusiasts look for to confirm their 
trees have awakened from dormancy and are preparing to burst forth with new growth? 
 
During spring bonsai care, it's crucial to monitor your tree's behavior, seeking indications of renewed vitali-
ty. One of the most telling signs is the appearance of tiny buds, often accompanied by a subtle swelling of 

the branches. 
 
As the tree begins to stir, its roots start to absorb moisture and nutrients, fueling the growth of new leaves 
and shoots. For bonsai for beginners, this is an exciting time, as the tree's transformation from dormancy to 

vibrancy is nothing short of miraculous. 
 
As the tree awakens, its energy is focused on producing new growth, and bonsai enthusiasts must be pre-
pared to provide the necessary care, including adequate water, light, and nutrients, to support this critical 

phase of development. 

 

Repotting Essentials: Why and When 
 
With the bonsai tree's new growth firmly established, attention turns to repotting, a pivotal spring care 

task that allows enthusiasts to refresh the soil, provide space for root growth, and prevent the tree from be-

coming rootbound. 
 
This essential task not only revitalizes the soil but also gives the tree a fresh start, promoting healthy growth 
and development. As a bonsai care tip, repotting in the spring allows the tree to capitalize on the season's 

increased energy, channeling it into robust growth and vibrant foliage. 
 
When to repot your bonsai? Consider the following: 
 

• Every 2-5 years, depending on the species and pot size 

• When the tree becomes pot-bound, with roots circling the inside of the pot 

• When the soil is depleted of nutrients, affecting the tree's health 

• After a severe pruning or styling session, to provide a 

fresh start 

• If the tree is showing signs of nutrient deficiency, such 

as yellowing leaves or stunted growth. 

 

                                                Swelling buds on a fruit tree. 
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Some Spring tips for bonsai 

Preventing Root Bound: Giving Roots Space 

• As bonsai trees emerge from winter dormancy, their revitalized roots require adequate space to expand 

and absorb essential nutrients, making it crucial to provide room for growth in the pot. 

• Without sufficient space, roots can become constricted, leading to a condition known as root bound, 

where the roots begin to circle and constrict, hindering the tree's ability to absorb essential nutrients. 

• To prevent this, repotting becomes essential, allowing the roots to spread out and breathe, much like a 

person stretching their limbs after a long winter's nap. 

• By providing a larger pot or fresh, well-draining soil, bonsai enthusiasts can give their trees the space 

they need to thrive. 

• As the roots grow and expand, they'll be better equipped to support the tree's vigorous new growth, en-

suring a healthy, vibrant bonsai that will continue to flourish throughout the season. 

 

                 A very rootbound tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nutrient Balance Essentials 

Every spring, bonsai enthusiasts have a unique opportunity to rejuvenate their trees' soil foundations, re-
plenishing essential nutrients and micronutrients that foster robust growth and development. 

As the trees awaken from winter dormancy, they require a balanced diet of nutrients to support the burst of 
new growth, vibrant foliage, and delicate flowers. 

A well-balanced soil composition provides the necessary foundation for bonsai trees to thrive, allowing en-

thusiasts to shape and guide their growth through techniques like bonsai pinching. 

By replenishing nutrient-rich foundations, enthusiasts can encourage healthy root development, sturdy 
branch structures, and the intricate, delicate forms that define bonsai aesthetics. 

A nutrient-balanced soil also enables enthusiasts to coax their trees into producing vibrant, lush foliage, 
which in turn, enhances the overall visual appeal of the bonsai. 
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Vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025 

 

Vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

Bo: Jaco het hierdie Apiesdoring in 2021 by Martin 
Joubert gekry toe Martin Kaap toe verhuis het. 
 
Regs bo en regs: Bruce het hierdie Vuurdoring ’n paar 
jaar gelede aangekoop. 
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Vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

Bo: Org se Vuurdoring het hy om en by 1994 uit ’n tuin gehaal. Die boom het oranje bessies. Org 
gaan die boom hierdie seisoen oorplant. 
 
 

Bo: Koos wou voor die vergadering 
raad vra oor die Spekboom van hom. 
Hy is egter oorreed om die boom op 
die uitstalling te wys. Org het 
voorgestel dat die boom dalk teen ’n 
ander hoek geplant kan word. 
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Vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

Links bo: Kobus het hierdie Koraal boom ’n hele paar jaar gelede by Elsie gekry. Elsie het gedink dat die 
boom dood was maar kyk net wat het Kobus reggekry. Nou vir ’n mooi pot.  
 
Regs bo: Zenique het die Eugenia by haar skool gestyl as deel van ’n Japanese dag. 

Links bo: Kyk op bladsy 30 vir inligting oor hierdie Kremetart van Vorster.  
 
Regs bo: Hierdie Vuurdoring het Erika by die vorige vergadering ook gewys, met blare. Kyk net hoe mooi 
is die boom sonder blare. Erika noem dat voëltjies die boom in haar tuin gesaai het en dat sy hom sowat 
25 jaar gelede uitgegrawe het. 
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Vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

Links: Jaco het hierdie Natal vy sowat 
15 jaar gelede van ’n steggie gegroei. 

Onder: Erika het hierdie ‘Chinese Elm’ baie jare gelede van ’n steg-
gie begin. 

Bo: Monique is baie in haar skik dat die Serissa 
blommetjies aan het, en nog baie wat binnekort 
gaan oopgaan. Sy het die boompie as geskenk 
gekry. 
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Vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025 

Ilza het vertel dat sy omtrent 30 bome het wat sy graag in bonsai potte wil oorplant hierdie jaar. Potte het eg-

ter so duur geword dat dit haar ’n fortuin gaan kos om 30 potte aan te koop. Sy het ’n man raakgeloop wat 

‘pottery’ doen en hy maak hoofsaaklik ornamente. Sy het egter gesien dat hy wel ’n paar bonsai potte ge-

maak het van verskillende vorms en groottes. Die potte is net gebak en het geen glasuring op nie. Die potte se 

pryse het gewissel van R80 tot so R100 per pot. Ilza het toe ’n hele paar potte gekoop en ge-eksperimenteer 

om hulle te verf/behandel met verskillende produkte. Sy het vir die vergadering ’n klompie voorbeelde 

gewys van hoe die potte uitgekom het.  

 

Some of the products Ilza use were Woodoc Tile and cement sealer into which she mixed Woodoc water-

based stain colourants. She also used Rust paint which requires a Rust activator mixed in. Then she also used 

Fired Earth Woodworks stains of various colours. 

Ilza experimented by applying the products with brushes and rollers and each product gave a different finish 

depending on the method of application. The pots came out very nice and it could be worth to experiment 

with more products. Some of these raw clay pots will be on sale at the upcoming BRAT meeting of 30 Au-

gust. 

PS. Ilza informed the editor that after the meeting she potted some of her trees into the pots. She has noticed 

that the pots that were painted with the Fired Earth Woodworks stain appears to make small bubbles. Maybe 

the pots must first be sealed on the inside or this product is not suitable. 

‘Tip of the month’   -  Deur Ilze van Niekerk 
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Deur Francois van As 

• Pyracantha is ’n genus van 10 spesies.  
 
• Inheems aan Suid-Europa tot Suidwes-

Asië, die Himalajas, China en Taiwan.  
 
• Hulle is breëblaar immergroen plante 

wat tot 6 m  hoog kan word.  
 
• Die blare is klein, eiervormig, 

donkergroen, blink en groei 
afwisselend.  

 

Vuurdoring 
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Spesies geskik vir bonsai  
 
Pyracantha angustifolia 
 
• P. angustifolia (wat 'smal blaar' beteken) 

het  oranje-geel bessies. Daar is nou 
variëteite wat verskillende bessiekleure 
dra.  

 
• P. angustifolia is inheems aan Wes-China 
 

• P. angustifolia is rypgevoelig  
 
 

 
 
 
Pyracantha coccinea 
 
• Baie soortgelyk aan P. angustifolia-

variëteite, maar meer rypbestand.  
 

• Inheems aan Suidoos-Europa.  
 

• Daar is ’n groot aantal variëteite wat ver-
skillende kleure bessies dra.  
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Ontwikkel as bonsai  
 
Plasing 
 
• Vol son of gedeeltelike skaduwee.  
• P. coccinea-variëteite is redelik 

rypbestand, beskerming is nodig as 
temperature onder 0°C daal.  

 
Herpot (verplant met wortelsnoei) 
 
• Herpot elke drie tot vier jaar.  Vroeg len-

te.  
• Wortelversteuring kan blomproduksie belemmer.  
 

 
Snoei 
 
• Snoei ou hout in die vroeë lente of laat somer. 
• Om vorm te gee snoei nuwe groei terug na 

blomtyd.  
• Blomme en bessies moet verwyder word op 

bome wat pas oorgeplant is, asook swak 
bome. Dit sal groeikrag aanmoedig. 

• Verwyder enige individuele groot blare. 
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Ontblaring 
 
• Om vertakking aan te moedig, verwyder 

al die groot blare gedurende vroeg   
somer (Desember).  

 
Bedrading 
 
• As gevolg van brosheid, moet bedrading 

versigtig op takke wat reeds verhard het 
gedoen word. 

• Nuwe lote reageer egter goed op 
bedrading. 

 

Voortplanting 
 
• Saai saad gedurende herfs of winter. 
• Steggies van dieselfde jaar se groei, enige 

tyd van die jaar. 
• Ringelering – lente en vroeg somer. 
 

My ondervinding is dat Pyracantha baie 
maklik van steggies groei. 
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Peste en siektes 
 
• Plantluise is soms ’n probleem.  

 
Probleme wat mag ontstaan 
 
• Ryp in laat lente kan blomme beskadig.  
• Wees versigtig om nie swaar snoei ge-

durende laat somer toe te pas nie.  Moet 
ook nie blomstingels verwyder nie.  

• Bessies kan afval as ’n boom gedurende 
die somer te droog word.  

 

Stylering 
 
• Informeelregop. 
• Skuins 

• Halfhangstyl 
• Volhangstyl 
• Wortel-oor-klip 

• Dubbelstammig 
• Spruitstyl (Clump) 
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Listen to the tree; it tells 
you where it wants to go!  
 
- John Naka 

If you can't find the front, in-
stead find the back and then 
rotate it 180 degrees.  
 
-John Naka 
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Terugvoering oor demonstrasie / werkswinkel bome. 

Die vergadering van 1 September 2018 was by die huis van oorlede Pieter du Plessis gehou. By die verga-

dering wou Vorster aan ’n baie mooi Kremetart van hom werk en oorplant. Toe die boom uit sy pot gehaal is 

is gesien dat die wortels heeltemal gevrot het van te veel water gedurende die winter. Die vrot dele is toe af-

gesny. Sien foto’s onder wat in Koeda vyfde uitgawe 2018 geplaas was. Almal het maar geglo dat dit die 

einde van die boom was. Vorster vertel dat die boom, waar dit gesny was, met Blomswael (Flower of sul-

phur) behandel is en die boom is net so bo die grond laat lê vir ’n paar weke totdat die gesnyde dele uitge-

droog het. Daarna het Vorster die boom weer geplant.  

 

By die vergadering van 2 Augustus 2025, dus amper 7 jaar later, het Vorster die boom by die mini uitstalling 

gewys. Die boom het, soos gesien kan word, oorleef en baie mooi herstel. Die boom was egter besig, agv die 

patat wortels wat Kremetarte maak, om homself uit die bak te stoot. Die boom is sommer daar en dan uit die 

pot gehaal en die patat wortels is afgesny. Vorster sal nou weer die sny wonde met Blomswael behandel 

voordat hy hom plant. 

 

 

Bo: Die boom afgeneem op 2 Augustus 2025.              Bo: Die patat wortels word afgesny. 



Page 31 

Terugvoering oor vorige berig. 

In die vorige uitgawe is die onderste boom by die berig oor Inspirasie uit die natuur gewys. Daar is genoem 

dat dit nie bekend is wat se soort boom dit is nie asook waar dit afgeneem was nie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Na die Koeda uitgegee is het Ilza van Niekerk die redakteur gekontak en (omtrent) die volgende vertel: 

“Jaco, ek het al aan die Pretoria Bonsai Kai behoort nog voordat ons Pretoria toe getrek het. Ek het egter 

nooit korrespondensie ontvang nie. Die foto van die boom het ek gestuur maar nooit reaksie daaroor ontvang 

nie. Die boom het in ons beeskraal gestaan waar die beeste water gedrink het. Dit is ’n Kameeldoring boom 

wat, soos jy weet, glad nie so groei in die natuur nie, maar die beeste het heeltyd teen die boom geskuur om 

hulle te krap. Dit het die boom so skuins laat groei. Ek het toe ’n boompie probeer namaak wat my herinner 

aan die boom op ons plaas.” 

Onder is die boom, ’n Witstinkhout, waarmee Ilza haar plaasboom namaak. 
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 Snippets 

Our Environment. 
 
 

Inspiration from nature 

This is an excellent example of a tree with negative spaces, or like John Naka said: “The birds must 

be able to fly through.” 
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Bonsai Kalender —  Deur Francois van As  

Wat doen ons in September? 

 

Met die aanbreek van September kom die lente en warmer  

weerstoestande. Die meeste bladwisselende bome moes nou reeds 

uitgeplant of herpot en die wortels teruggesnoei gewees het.  Vir 

sommiges, byvoorbeeld Witstinkhout en die Akasias, moet ‘n mens 

verkieslik wag totdat hulle bot, maar herpot voordat die botsels oop-

gaan.  Die meeste immergroen bome kan nog tot in vroeg Septem-

ber herpot word.  Wildevye se wortels moet verkieslik nie gesnoei word voordat temperature ver-

hoog nie.  Blomplante soos Azaleas moet nie herpot of gesnoei word voordat die blomme afgeval 

het nie.  Jenewers kan ook nou herpot word alhoewel hulle ‘n langer  

herpotperiode het, tot diep in die lente.  Moet nooit boompies wat pas wortelsnoei en herpotting 

ondergaan het, te gou begin bemes nie. Dit kan die pas gesnoeide wortels beskadig.  Beskerm 

boompies wat herpot is teen die laaste koue wat mag voorkom. 

 

Hou bome wat bedraad is fyn dop, veral takke wat uitermatige groei toon.  Verwyder alle bedra-

ding indien nodig en wees baie versigtig om nie die delikate nuwe groei te beskadig nie.  

   

Soos temperature verhoog, neem groei toe en is dit nodig om watertoediening en voeding te 

verskerp. 

 

Wat doen ons in Oktober? 

 

Teen Oktober bevind ons ons in die tweede maand van die lente en die warmer weer laat die 

boompies verseker vinniger groei.  Onthou dat die beste manier om digte vertakking te verbeter, 

opgesluit lê in voortgesette snoei.  Groeipunte kan voortdurend uitgeknyp word, behalwe waar ‘n 

tak verleng moet word.  Wanneer uitloopsels begin verleng, kan hulle teruggesnoei word tot een 

paar blare.  Dit sal kompakte groei bevorder.  By naaldhoutboompies kan kerse tot tweederdes 

teruggeknyp word. 

 

Vervolg op bl 34 
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Bonsai Kalender —  Deur Francois van As  

Met al die nuwe groei en ‘n toename in watertoediening moet voe-

ding nie agterweë bly nie.  As jy vinniger groei in jong plante wil 

aanmoedig, gebruik ‘n produk met ‘n hoë stikstofinhoud, maar by die 

handhawing van meer gevestigde bome, waar ons nie wil hê die 

blare moet vergroot nie, kan ‘n produk gebruik word wat weer hoër 

kalium en fosforinhoude bevat met ‘n laer stikstofinhoud.   

Behandeling teen peste kan ook ‘n aanvang neem aangesien skade-

like insekte en swamsiektes hulle verskyning kan maak. 

Bonsai-groete  

 

 Francois van As 

 

Hoe lyk Pretoria se klimaat hierdie tyd van die jaar? 

Pretoria het ‘n gematigde savanne (grasvlakte) klimaat met warm, nat somers en droë winters.  Van Mei tot 

September reën dit selde en wanneer wel, is dit maar min. 

Maand 
Gemiddelde 

maksimum tem-
peratuur (°C) 

Gemiddelde mini-
mum temperatuur 

(°C) 

Gemiddelde 
ure sonskyn 

per dag 

Gemiddelde 
aantal dae 

neerslag per 
maand 

Gemiddelde 
mm neerslag 
per maand 

September 26 12 10 3 6-30mm 

Oktober 27 14 9 9 61-100mm 

Bron: http://www.whatstheweatherlike.org/southafrica/pretoria.htm 

 
Yohaku no bi, which literally translates as the beauty of 
empty space, expresses a ‘less is more’ notion, where 
what is omitted is as important as what is included.  
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          The individual opinions expressed in this issue are not necessarily those of the Pretoria Bonsai Kai. 

Sorgskedule / Maintenance 
Schedule 

Seisoen: 
Season: 

Vroeg 
lente 
Early 
spring 

Mid-
lente 
Mid-

spring 

Laat 
lente 
Late 

spring 

Vroeg 
somer 
Early 

summer 

Mid-
somer 
Mid-

summer 

Laat somer 
Late summer 

Maand / Month: Sep Okt / Oct Nov Des / Dec Jan Feb 

Die boom se jaarsiklus 
The tree’s yearly cycle 

Herontwaking, nuwe groei 
Reawakening, new growth 

Nuwe groei 
New growth 

Kort dormante periode, konsolideer 
nuwe groei 

Short period of  dormancy, consoli-
date new growth 

Aksie / 
Action 

Bonsai van saad 
Bonsai from seed 

        
    

Bonsai van steggies 
Bonsai from cuttings 

        
    

Verplant / Potting           

Herpot met wortelsnoei 
Repot with root pruning 

Immergroen en bladwisselende bome 
Evergreen and deciduous trees   

    

Vormsnoei 
Formative pruning 

    
    

Knyp groeipunte 
Pinch growth points 

  

Bemesting / Fertilizer     

Insekdoders / Insecticide         

Somerbeskerming 
Summer protection 

        

Winterbeskerming 
Winter protection 

      
  

    

Seisoen: 
Season: 

Vroeg 
herfs 

Early au-
tumn 

Mid 
herfs 
Mid 

autumn 

Laat 
herfs 
Late 

autumn 

Vroeg 
winter 
Early 
winter 

Mid-
winter 

Laat winter 
Late winter 

Maand / Month: Mrt/Mar Apr Mei/May Jun Jul Aug 

Die boom se jaarsiklus 
The tree’s yearly cycle 

Bery voor vir dormante periode 
Prepare for winter dormancy 

Dormant gedurende die winter 
Winter dormancy 

Aksie / 

Action 

Bonsai van saad 
Bonsai from seed 

Vir beste resultate gebruik vars saad 
For best results, use fresh seed      

  
    

Bonsai van steggies 
Bonsai from cuttings 

        
    

Verplant / Potting               

Herpot met wortelsnoei 
Repot + root pruning   

Immergroen bome 
Evergreen trees   

    

Vormsnoei 
Formative pruning 

    
    

Knyp groeipunte 
Pinch growth points 

      

Bemesting / Fertilizer         

Insekdoders / Insecti-
cide 

      
    

Somerbeskerming 
Summer protection 

              

Winterbeskerming 
Winter protection 

      
      


