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 Koeda  
Pretoria Bonsai Kai 

Beste Bonsai vriende 
 
Ek lees nou die dag die volgende 
stelling: 
 

“Groen laat ons Glimlag! 
 
Ons smag na die natuur. Jy kan 
byna sê dis in ons DNS. Hoe meer 
blootstelling aan groenigheid, hoe 
gesonder en gelukkiger is die 
mensdom. Die wêreld besef dit, en 
argitektuur, binneversiering, kanto-
re, ontspannings plekke, tuine ens 
raak by die dag groener. Want dis 
ons behoud op die planeet.” 
 
Ek is seker dat bogenoemde ook ’n 
rede is waarom baie mense bonsai 
beoefen. Ons voel so bietjie nader 
aan die natuur, en ons bring ’n stuk-
kie natuur tot baie naby ons, som-
mige mense selfs tot in ons huise of 
op ons stoepe. Dit gee balans tussen 
ons beton mure waar ons werk en 
woon en die natuur. 
 
Maar daar is vir ander meer in 
bonsai as net dit.  
 
Vir sommige skep dit harmonie 
in die lewe. Dit leër ons ook om  
geduld te beoefen, want bonsai 
vat tyd. Ander vind weer dat dit 
hulle baie rustig maak en kry dus 
’n gevoel van vrede en kalmte en 
onspanning. 

 
 
Ander weer kry ’n gevoel van 
wysheid, want dit verg kennis van 
hoe bome groei en versorg moet 
word sowel as aspekte van kuns. 
Dit help dus sommige met ’n skep-
pings ontdekking. 
 
Vir ander weer is daar die aspek 
van sosiale omgang met ander, 
soos by die Kai vergaderings of 
om met bonsai vriende saam te 
verkeer en oor bonsai te praat. 
 
Vir sommige simboliseer bonsai ’n 
lang lewe waaraan jy ’n deel het. 
 
Wat jy ookal uit bonsai kry, geniet 
dit en doen dit met oorgawe om 
soveel daaruit te kry as wat moont-
lik is. 
 

Bonsai groete 

Jaco 

Enige idees, artikels of terug-
voering rakende die nuusbrief 
kan gegee word aan Jaco Kriek 
by: 
jacospringkaan@gmail.com  

The word Koeda is Japanese and means: ‘Graceful branch’. It is pronounced Ko-eda. 

By observing and recreating what nature 
provides for trees in the wild, you are 
brought closer to nature. Morten Albek 

Van die Redakteur 
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Briewebus 

Beste lede  
 
In Junie 2024 het ek ’n paar bome by ’n vriendin gekry. Sy het agv omstandighede opgehou met die be-
oefening van bonsai. Van die bome was nog mooi maar ’n paar was baie verwaarloos, het dooie takke 
gehad of was selfs baie naby aan vrek. Hulle was ook baie lanklaas oorgeplant. Ek het van die bome 
oorgeplant en begin versorg met gereëlde watertoediening, asook voeding. 
 
Een van die bome, ’n Rooiblaarvy wat in ’n redelike goeie toestand was toe ek hom gekry het, het ek 
oorgeplant en ontblaar. Ek het hom by die vergadering van 1 Februarie 2025 gewys omdat die nuwe 
blare pragtig rooi uitgegroei het, sien foto’s onder. 

’n Tweede boom, ’n Olien, het ek en Liam begin styl en ek het hom op ons wattsapp groep gewys op 24 
Februarie 2025. Sien foto’s onder van hoe hy was toe ek hom gekry het en nadat ek en Liam aan hom 
begin styl het. 

Terwyl ek en Liam aan die boonste boom gewerk het het ons die volgende gewonder: “Wanneer kan 
iemand wat ’n boom gekry of gekoop het noem dat dit jou boom is? Wanneer kan ek byvoorbeeld die 
boom uitstal by ons skou en op die kaartjie plaas dat dit my boom is?” 
 
Ek sal graag hoor wat lede se opinies is. Stuur asb jou opinie na: jacospringkaan@gmail.com 
 
Jaco 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

Algemene jaarvergadering. 
 
Gedurende die algemene jaarvergadering word die nuwe bestuur van die kai vir die komende jaar    
verkies. Hierdie jaar is al die bestaande lede herverkies. 
 
Die bestuur is dus steeds as volg: 
 

• Voorsitter – Org Exley  

• Ondervoorsitter – Jaco Kriek 

• Tesourier  -  Bruce Carter   

• Sekretaresse – Mariaan Erwee  

• Skakelbeampte—Christa Vermaak   

• Addisionele lede :   Duvan Horn,  Johan Els en Liam O’Flaherty 

 

Treasurer report. 

Bruce gave a comprehensive report of the finances, which is not shown 
here. The finances are healthy and the club is in a very good financial po-
sition. Shop sales were down in 2024 due to many events being held 
away from the hall and shop, or us not being able to get into the hall due 
to other events that superseded our standard monthly booking. The finan-
cial records are available for interrogation to all paid up members.  
 

Voorsittersverslag 

Org Exley het as volg verslag gelewer: 

2024 was ’n goeie en besige jaar waar die Kai weer na normaal terug 
gekeer het. Van die lede wat deur Covid afgeskrik was het weer begin om 
vergaderings by te woon. Ons het ook heelwat nuwe gesigte gehad wat 
die vergaderings bygewoon het. Heelwat van hulle het by die Kai 
aangesluit. 
 
Verlede jaar se skou wat ons saam met die Addicts aangebied het by die 
Menlyn winkel sentrum was ’n groot sukses. Dit was deur die Japanese 
ambassade geborg. Dit het so goed gegaan dat die ambassade ons weer 
uitgenooi het om die skou aan te bied hierdie jaar. Dankie Bruce vir jou 
deel daarin. 
 
Daar was van die Kai lede wat uitgenooi was om praatjies en 
demonstrasies by ander klubs in die land te doen. Dit wys net dat Pretoria Kai ’n goeie beeld het by 
ander klubs. Baie dankie. 
 
Francois het weer die beginners kursus aangebied. 13 Mense het dit bygewoon. Ek wil net vir Francois 
baie dankie sê vir al die moeite wat hy daarmee doen, dit word waardeer. 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

Die Charles Ceronio Bonsai versameling is in plek by die Botaniese Tuine. Hier wil ek vir Carl baie 
dankie sê vir al die moeite en tyd wat hy ingesit het om dit te verwesenlik. Dit het baie beplanning en 

onderhandeling geneem om dit in plek te kry. Ek wil ook vir al die lede wat hand bygesit het en nog 
steeds help met die instandhouding van die bome bedank vir hulle gewilligheid om te help. Sonder julle 
hulp sal dit nie moontlik wees nie. Ons het ook een van ons Kai vergaderings by die Tuine aangebied 

met die opening van die Charles Ceronio uitstalling en dit was ’n groot sukses. Dit was ’n ope dag waar 
all die klubs dit kon bywoon met Hannes Fritz as hoof  spreker. Daar was meer as 120 mense wat die 
dag bygewoon het. Hier wil ek ook almal bedank wat hand bygesit het om dit so ’n groot sukses te 

maak. 

Dan het ons ook weer een van die vergaderings, wat ons by lede se huise hou,  by my huis gehou. Baie 
dankie aan al die lede wat opgedaag het. Hoop julle het dit geniet en dat die skok nie te groot was nie.  
 
Dan het ons lede gehad wat aan die twee streeks byeenkomste, “New Talent” en die “Artisans”, 
deelgeneem het. Hier wil ons vir Vorster baie geluk sê met sy derde plek in die “Artisans” kompetisie 
met sy Olienhout boom. Welgedaan. 
 
Dan nog ’n groot Bonsai hoogtepunt was die boek wat Liam uitgebring het oor Inheemse plante vir 
Bonsai. Dit is baie goed ontvang. Baie geluk Liam met die besonderse prestasie. 
 
Ek wil ook graag al die lede wat demonstrasies en praatjies aangebied het deur die jaar bedank vir die 
moeite wat hulle doen met hulle aanbiedings. Dit is altyd van hoogstaande gehalte en die lede vind baie 
baat daarby. Dit was ’n groot verrassing en baie lekker  toe die EBS klub van Johannesburg ons kom 
besoek het.  
 
Weereens wil ek vir Jaco bedank met die uitstaande werk wat hy doen met die Koeda. Die Bonsai 
gemeenskap kan nie wag dat hy die volgende uitgawe uitstuur nie. 
 
Baie dankie vir die komitee vir hulle ondersteunning en hulp deur die jaar, dit word waardeer. 
 
Dan wil ek ook die volgende lede bedank: 
Duvan vir al die moeite met die stoor en winkel. 
Christa wat die “raffle “ doen en vir die drinkgoed sorg.  
Esther  wat elke maand die verjaarsdae datums van die lede vir my deurgee. 
Marianne wat die biblioteek hanteer. 
Bruce wat die Kai se finansies hanteer. 
Dankie vir die lede wat altyd items vir die “raffle” bring. 
Dankie ook aan die lede wat moeite doen om te help met die saal se regpak vir die vergadering en dan 
die skoonmaak na die tyd. Dit word hoog waardeer. 
Dankie ook vir die Kerk wat weereens ingestem het dat ons hulle fasiliteite kan gebruik vir ons 
byeenkomste. 
 
Dan laastens vir al die lede se vriendelikheid en ondersteuning, dit hou die Kai lewendig en gesond.  
 
Weereens baie dankie vir ’n goeie jaar wat verby is. Ons kan trots wees op ons Kai. 
 
Dankie 

Org Exley 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

 

 

Elke jaar by die algemene jaarvergadering, 

word daar ’n Bonsai ‘Nut’ vir die jaar wat 

verloop het aangewys. Die ‘trofee’ gaan aan die 

persoon wat die meeste entoesiasme in die Kai 

en in bonsai in die algemeen gewys het. Hierdie 

jaar het die komitee besluit om die ‘trofee’ aan 

Liam O’Flaherty te gee. 

 

Francois het die volgende gesê: 

“Om ’n boek te skryf oor bonsai, en nie som-

mer enige boek nie, nee ’n boek oor spesifiek 

Suid-Afrikaanse bome geskik vir bonsai, verg 

jare se navorsing en deursettingsvermoë.  Ek dink Liam het met die boek baanbrekerswerk gedoen.  

Sover ek weet is dit die eerste boek wat oor hierdie spesifieke tema handel. 

Liam het ook begin video’s maak wat hom nie net ’n ambassadeur van die Pretoria Kai maak nie maar 

ook vir bonsai in Suid-Afrika.” 
 

Bo: Francois, links,  oorhandig die trofee aan Liam, regs. 

Bonsai “Nut” 

 

Verjaarsdag! 

Zenique het verjaar en vir die vergadering die mooiste ‘bonsai’ koek gebring. Baie geluk en baie dankie 
Zenique!! 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025: Mini uitstalling 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

Christa noem dat mens somtyds sukkel met die elemente van 
die natuur. Somtyds is dit te nat, ander tye is die son weer te 
erg en in die winter is daar weer ryp. Daar is ’n paar maniere 
wat jy plante, steggies of saailinge kan beskerm of help teen 
die elemente. 
 
Christa het gewys dat sy met drie stokke ’n raam maak wat sy 
met iets soos koerant papier of plastiek kan oortrek en dan oor 
die plante of saailinge sit om te beskerm teen te veel son.  
 
Sy gebruik ook ’n net wat mens in die kombuis gebruik om kos 
mee toe te maak. Sy trek die net oor met koerant papier vir be- 
skeming teen son, of met plastiek om te veel water uit te hou of 
met “frost cloth” om te beskerm teen ryp in die winter. 
 
Jy kan ook ’n sambreel gebruik as jy te veel water wil uithou. 
 
Sambreel foto van die internet gekry. 

 
 

Tip of the month deur Christa Vermaak  

The most important part of taking care of your bonsai trees is 
watering. How often a tree needs to be watered depends on 

several factors such as; species of the tree, size of the tree, size 
of the pot, time of year, soil-mixture, and climate.  Make sure 

your bonsai tree never dries out completely. Wait for the soil to 
become slightly dry and then water it. When you water your 
bonsai, make sure to do so very thoroughly, to make sure the 

entire root mass is reached.  
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

CHOOSING THE FRONT VIEW OF 
A BONSAI 

 

DIE KEUSE VAN DIE VOORKANT 
VAN ’n BONSAI 

 
By Liam O’Flaherty 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Liam presented his talk by means of a 
Powerpoint presentation, but a lot of infor-
mation was shared and discussed that is not 
in the presentation and not shared here. 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

INTRODUCTION 
Who believes a bonsai should have a front/preferred view? 
 
0f 
Wie glo dit maak nie saak nie? 
Vir my is bonsai baie soos beeldhouwerk. 

NORMALE/GEWONE BEELD 
APPRECIATED 3 DIMENSIONALLY. 

 
SHOULD BE OUTDOORS OR IN THE 
MIDDLE OF A ROOM SO VIEWERS CAN 
WALK AROUND THE SCULPTURE. 
HET BAIE DIKWELS ’n 
VOORKEURVOORAANSIG 
THE SCULPTURE MUST BE COMPLETE 
ALL  AROUND (NOT HIDING ANY 
FAULTS) 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coleonema album by Brett Simon 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

SCULPTURE IN RELIEF 
BEELDHOUWERK IN RELIËF 
Can only be viewed from one angle. Usually built into a wall. 
 
OORWEEG HOE BONSAI UITGESTAL WORD… 
 
VAN HIERDIE TWEE OPSIES, WAT IS BONSAI? 
 
YES, WE DO LOOK AT BONSAI FROM A FEW 
ANGLES, ESPECIALLY FROM ABOVE. 
 
DIE REDE WAAROM ’n BONSAI ’n VOORKANT HET 
 
There is a saying: 
 
How do you know which side is the front? 
 
It is the opposite side to the back. 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

REASONS WHY BONSAI HAS A FRONT VIEW 
 
Die manier waarop bonsai formeel uitgestal word. 
 
Unlike relief, bonsai must have depth. 
Branches. 
Orientation in pot. 
Just to name a few reasons. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Kanniedood 
by Freddie Bisshoff 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

THE ABSOLUTE FRONT 
 
KEVIN WILSON from the UK 
teaches about the absolute 
front of a bonsai 
 
Photo Credit of Kevin Unknown 

 
 
 
 

HORIZONTAL VIEWING ANGLE 
A bonsai should be viewed when the back 
of the pot is the horizon line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 

Ficus burtt-davyi by 
Jaco Kriek 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

HORIZONTAL VIEWING ANGLE 
 
The horizontal viewing angle must be con-
sidered when viewing or photographing 
bonsai. 
 
Picture credit: Unknown. 

 
 
 
 

  HORIZONTAL VIEWING ANGLE 
 
When Jaco Kriek submitted this photo for my book, he realized the 
correct viewing angle (left below) presented faults he had not no-
ticed before, such as the tree’s backward lean and dropping branch 
(circled). 
 
His tree design was far better from a slightly higher viewing angle, 
(right below). 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

HORIZONTAL VIEWING ANGLE 
 
In most cases bonsai isn’t displayed at eye height. 

Maar moet beslis teen daardie hoek gefotografeer word. 
 
Photo (right) credit: The Bonsai Live Show in Telford. Kisetsu-en 
by Morten Albek. Shohin Bonsai Europe. 2025 

 

  VERTICAL VIEWING ANGLE 

 
Bonsai must be viewed from the 
ABSOLUTE FRONT 
 
BAIE FAKTORE MOET IN 
AG GENEEM WORD 
 
Kom ons begin van onder af 
en beweeg op 
 
                                 Wild olive by Freddie Bisschoff 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

POT SHAPE 
 
Pot shape 
Which pot shape has no 
front? Round and 
square. What about the 
feet? 
Don’t pots also have a pre-
ferred front? 
CONSIDER: 
Feet 
Blemishes 
Glaze variation around pot 
(all sides) 

Photo credit: Yugen bonsai 

VOORKANT VAN POT 
 
Pot must be viewed from the ABSOLUTE FRONT 
Shape of pot 
Pot feet 
Consider when re-
potting: 
 
Make sure you have  
chosen the 
correct front when re-
potting. 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

TREE POSITION IN POT 
Round and square pots, tree can be in middle. 

Oval and Rectangle pots, above.   Photo credit: 

         Practical guide to bonsai 
         Styles of the world. 
         C. Ceronio. 
         Briza 2015 

 

ROOT BASE 
Kies ’n voorkant met die beste wortel vertoning. 
 
Widest flare, best roots, no root faults. 
Start ideal root development early in tree training. 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

TRUNK TAPER 
 
Kies ’n voorkant met die beste stam ‘taper’ en waar die stam die dik-
ste is. Dit sal verskil rondom die 
boom. 
 
Celtis by Freddie Bisschoff 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STAM BEWEGING 
 
Kies ’n voorkant met die beste stam beweging 
Avoid faults like pigeon chest etc 
Look how Freddie takes pics of his trees. (Horizontal viewing angle) 
Buddleja saligna by Freddie Bisschoff 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

TRUNK FEATURES 
 
SHOW OR HIDE? 
 
Usually poor/bad prune wounds 
need to be hidden. 
Very often features of the trunk 
want to be shown. 
 
Kanniedood by Liam O’Flaherty 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SOMS MOET ’n KEUSE GEMAAK WORD 
 
Wat as al hierdie faktore nie gelyk ideaal is nie? 
 
Value of being in a club and attending workshops. 
Debate best angle.  
Considering these factors. 
Notice we haven’t considered 
branches at this point. 
 
False olive by Freddie Bisschoff 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

TAKKE 
We all should know the rules of branch placement by now. Your 
front view must consider branches, especially back branches. 
Choose a front view before making branch choices. 
Bonsai master Boon Manakitivipart said on youtube video by 
Thang Dinh that: 
When dealing with deciduous and broad leaf species, if branches 
are wrong, cut off and start again. 
 
So wat hy sê is dat wortels en stam nie onderhandelbaar is nie. 
 
When I first started bonsai… 
for me ramification and 
branches were all that 
mattered. I had to learn the 
hard way that roots and 
trunk come first. 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

APEX 
 
A bonsai must always lean forward, especially at the apex. 
Soms kan jy met sekere style soos ‘Slanting styl” wegkom met ’n 
reguit apex. 
Also broom. 
Maar ’n apex kan nooit agtertoe leun nie. 
Apex is usually easy to solve (Planting an-
gle/ Wire) 
 
Witolien by Aloe farm 
 

 

 
 

Multi trunk and group plantings 
Even a multi tree forest, every tree is placed according to the front 
view. 
There are many rules and guidelines for forest bonsai. 
 
Celtis forest by C. Ceronio 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

Multi trunk and group plantings 
 
Multi trunk bonsai, the view of the 
trunks is the greatest consideration 
and most important. 
There are also very valuable 
guidelines and rules. 
 
Swartbas van Gail Theron, Bishopsford bonsai 
kwekery Kaapstad 

 

FOCAL POINT 
 
’n Fokuspunt is die hoof of 
oorheersende kenmerk in ’n 
komposisie. Soos die Vos in my 
skildery. 
Bonsai kan ook ’n fokuspunt hê: 
Soos die stam van ’n Kremetart 
of die wortels van ’n Vy. 
Watercolour on paper by Liam O’Flaherty 
 

Blomme 
Stam 
Wortels 
Kroon 
Dooie hout 
’n Pot moet nooit die fokuspunt wees nie 
 
Kremetart van Org Exley 
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Vergadering van 1 Maart 2025 

RULES OF ART 
 
1. DON’T CRAMP YOUR STYLE 
2. KNOW THE RULES TO BREAK THEM 
 
Be yourself, express your own 
preferences in bonsai. You are an 
artist. 
 
Wild olive by Gary Howes 

I hope that when you view bonsai, you will view them from 
the horizontal and vertical viewing angles. 
 
Also, when styling your own bonsai, you will fully consider 
these factors. 
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Plants communicate 

Scientists Filmed Plants Communicating. 
 
Scientists filmed a plant "communicating" with its neighbour using a sophisticated system of airborne 
compounds. These imperceptible chemical signals serve plants by repelling herbivores and warning 
nearby plants about potential threats.  
 
While researchers have been aware of these plant defenses since the 1980s, the mechanism behind 
how plants receive and respond to these signals remained a mystery. To capture this footage, scien-
tists used a pump to transfer compounds emitted by damaged and insect-infested plants onto healthy 
ones and used a fluorescence microscope to observe the reactions.  
 
The experiments involved exposing the leaves of various plants to caterpillars and then monitoring the 
responses of untouched plants to the signals of distress emitted by the damaged ones. Plants com-
municate with each other as a survival strategy to defend against threats and optimize their growth.  
 
They use a variety of chemical signals to transmit information about environmental conditions, such as 

herbivore attacks or pathogen presence. When a plant is under stress, it releases these signals into the 

air, and neighbouring plants detect them. This communication enables nearby plants to prepare for 

potential dangers by triggering defensive responses, such as producing chemicals to deter herbivores 

or strengthening cell walls. Plants can also communicate through underground networks of fungi 

called mycorrhizae, sharing nutrients and information about soil conditions. These communication 

mechanisms help plants adapt and thrive in their ever-changing surroundings. 
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Vergadering van 5 April 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

 

Left: This is a Little leaf Ivy 
that belongs to Bruce. Bruce 
says that he purchased the 
plant some time ago and does 
not know the age and history 
of the plant. The internet says 
the following about the Little 
leaf Ivy: “The Little-Leaf culti-
var is special for its miniature 
foliage – typically no larger 
than a quarter in size. “ 
 
Regs: Hierdie boom behoort 
aan Erika. Dit is ’n Jasminum 
Multipartitum, ook bekend as 
Starry wild jasmine. Sy het die 
boom ongeveer 30 jaar as bon-
sai en het hom gekoop by ’n 
kwekery as gewone plant. 

Regs. Hierdie is ’n 
Cotoneaster wat  
Org by Hannes Fritz 
gekry het. Org dink 
die boom is sowat 
20 jaar oud. Cotone-
aster is deel van die 
Roos familie en 
daar is sowat 300 
spesies oor die 
wereld. Dit is ’n 
indringer plant in 
die natuur in Suid-
Afrika. 

Links. Hierdie is ’n 
“Virginia Creeper” van 
Danie. Danie noem dat hy 
sowat twee jaar gelede ’n 
foto van ’n “Virginia Creep-
er” bonsai gesien het en toe 
’n klein plantjie by ’n kwe-
kery gaan koop het. Hy 
moes die boompie stut om 
regop te groei en die takke 
is drie rankers op strategiese 
plekke. 

Dankie aan Armand Erwee vir die foto’s. Die bome wat gebring was het by die tema 
van die dag aangesluit. 
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Vergadering van 5 April 2025  -  mini uitstalling 

 

Bo: Org noem dat hierdie ’n “Boston Ivy” is waarmee al sowat 20 jaar mee besig is. 

Danie het hierdie Tecoma capensis, “Cape 
Honeysuckle”, in 2023 by Elsie gekry. Hy 
kom uit oorlede Charles se versameling. 
Die ouderdom is onbekend. Die foto links 
onder het Danie na die vergadering verskaf 
om te wys dat hy rooi blomme maak. 

Dankie aan Armand Erwee vir die foto’s. 
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Vergadering van 5 April 2025   

 Lichens  

 

What is lichen?  

 
A plant like organism that typically forms a 
low crusty, leaflike, or branching growth on 
rocks, walls, and trees and the soil. 
 

It is a primary organism, meaning it in-
habits an area were there was not life be-
fore, such as on a rock or a dead tree 
trunk. An equivalent comparison would be 
a ploughed field, where primary weeds 
grow to cover the soil and start the reha-
bilitation of the field.  
We are often told not to drive around in 

the desert as it disturbs the environment. 

In the Namib desert the soil crust is inha-

bited by lichens that binds the sand parti-

cles together helping to stabilise the soil 

and build fertility. Further it aids with wa-

ter infiltration and reduce evaporation. 

Tip of the month by Michael Kidson  

 

Were do they occur?  
 
▪ Plants 
 
▪ Trees bark 
 
▪ Rocks and bricks 
 
▪ Roof 
 
▪ Soil 

My talk originated from a question by a Kai member as to what is 

lichen and does it damage our trees? 
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Vergadering van 5 April 2025   

Lichens occur in various forms and structures, depending on the substrate it inhabits. The 
structure of lichens varies considerably, from the powder-like lichen often found on rocks, to 
the branched lichens often found in forests to the leaf-like structures. The classified system is 
based on the shape and structure of the lichen, often giving rise to interesting common names 
such as Reindeer lichen, that is eaten by Reindeer in the Scandinavian countries especially 
during winters. There are some 20 000 varieties of lichen.  
 
All the literature consulted stated lichens do not damage living trees. The feature of lichens that 
makes them “super organisms” is that they take their nutrition from the atmosphere, namely 
the inorganic compounds from the dust in the air that settles on the fronds, carbon dioxide for 
photosynthesis, and they fix their own nitrogen. Secondly, they are able to survive under ex-
treme conditions such as on rock with temperature extremes and long periods with no water.  
 
 An article sent to me by Prof Dames from Grahamstown university with the title “The worlds 
smallest miners”. The article theme was that lichen send down their “roots” (hyphae) into the 
rock where they give off organic acids to assist with the decomposition of the rock and dissol-
ving of the inorganic chemicals. Having said that, it is possible, that the lichens on the living 
trees take-up inorganic compounds from the bark. 
 
We have spoken briefly about lichens, so let’s understand them a little better by looking at their 

structure. Lichen is a symbiotic relationship between two organisms, namely fungi and algae or 

Cyanobacteria (blue-green Bacteria). The fungi gather the inorganic chemicals from dust, and 

water that settles on the fronds. While the algae or Blue-green bacteria takes up carbon dio-

xide to photosynthesis. (Blue-green bacteria were the first organism to photosynthesis on 

earth, starting the oxygen cycle, we know today).  

 

Schematic cross section of foliose (leaf like) lichen.  
Legind:  
a) Cortex is the outer layer of tightly woven fungus fila-
ments 
b) Photobiont layer where the algae or blue-green bac-
teria occur and photosynthesis takes place 
c) Loosely packed hyphae (fibrils) in the medulla 
d) Tightly woven lower cortex 
c) Anchoring hyphae called rhizines, where the fungus 
attaches to the substrate. 
 

If a section was made of the “leaf” and magnified, it can 

be seen that the dominant organism is the fungi, while 

the photosynthesising organism (algae or Blue-green 

bacteria) occurs in the top layer of the “leaf”.  
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Characteristics  
 
▪ Important as food source e.g. Reindeer 
 
▪ Names include “Reindeer moss” 
 
▪ Although appear to look like mosses, they 

are not 
 
▪ Do not have roots for water and nutrient up-

take 
 
▪ Do not live as parasites 
 
▪ Except on rocks—”smallest miners” 
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Internal Structure  
 
▪ A hybrid relationship or algae or 

bacteria living in symbiotic relation-
ship with fungi 

 
▪ Photosynthesising organism: green 

algae or blue-green bacterium 
 
▪ Nutrients from dust and water from 

the atmosphere 
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Climbing Plants for Bonsai Trees  
 

Exploring the Best Climbing Species for Bonsai Cultivation 
 

By Duvan Horn 

 
 
 

Introduction to Climbing Plants for Bonsai  
 
What Are Climbing Plants in Bonsai? 
 
 Climbing plants, also called vines or creepers, grow by attaching themselves to 

structures, walls, or other plants. 
 
 They can be trained in bonsai to create stunning effects such as cascading or spiral 

shapes, making them ideal for artistic bonsai styles. 
 
 These plants often produce impressive flowers or have distinctive foliage, adding 

depth and color to bonsai displays. 
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Key Characteristics of Climbing Plants for Bonsai  
 
 Flexible Growth Habits: Climbing plants have long, flexible stems that can be easily 

shaped, allowing for a wide range of bonsai styles, including cascading, spiral, or 
climbing forms. 

 
 Dense Foliage & Textures: Many climbing plants create dense foliage or produce 

flowers that add texture, color, and depth to the bonsai design. 
 
 Aesthetic Appeal: The trailing or climbing nature of these plants creates dramatic, 

flowing effects, perfect for bonsai aesthetics. 
 
 Flowering Possibilities: Several climbing species offer stunning blossoms that add 

colour and fragrance to your bonsai display. 

Best Climbing Plants for Bonsai   
 
 Wisteria (Wisteria spp.): 

Known for its breathtaking cascading flowers, Wisteria is a top choice for bonsai. It 
produces long, pendulous flower clusters in shades of purple, white, or blue. 
Best for: Outdoor bonsai, advanced care. 

 
 Bougainvillea (Bougainvillea spp.): 

Famous for its vibrant, papery bracts in pink, purple, and orange hues. Bougainvil-
lea’s climbing nature and colorful blooms make it an excellent choice for bonsai. 
Best for: Outdoor bonsai, experienced enthusiasts. 

 
 Clematis (Clematis spp.): 

A versatile climbing plant with beautiful, large, colorful flowers. Clematis is perfect 
for bonsai when trained along a wire or support, creating a stunning floral display. 
Best for: Outdoor bonsai, moderate care. 

 
 English Ivy (Hedera helix): 

A classic choice for climbing bonsai, English Ivy has glossy, dark green leaves and is 
very adaptable. It's particularly well-suited for cascading styles. 
Best for: Indoor bonsai, moderate care. 
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More Climbing Bonsai Options -  Additional Climbing Plants for Bonsai 
 
 Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia): 

A vigorous climber with attractive, glossy green leaves that turn red in autumn. Vir-
ginia Creeper is perfect for creating cascading or climbing bonsai. 
Best for: Outdoor bonsai, experienced enthusiasts. 

 
 Hops (Humulus lupulus): 

A fast-growing, twining vine that can be trained to create cascading or spiral bonsai 
shapes. Hops is a hardy plant with dense green leaves and occasional flowers. 
Best for: Outdoor bonsai, moderate care. 

 
 Morning Glory (Ipomoea spp.): 

Known for its vibrant, funnel-shaped flowers, morning glory is a popular climbing 
plant that can be trained for bonsai, producing stunning color and shape. 
Best for: Outdoor bonsai, annual care. 

Cascading & Climbing Bonsai Styles—Creating Cascading and Climbing Bon-
sai Styles 
 
 Cascading Style (Kengai): 

The cascading style involves the plant growing downwards, simulating a tree hang-
ing over a cliff. Many climbing plants, especially vines like Wisteria and Bougainvil-
lea, are ideal for this style. 
Ideal plants: Wisteria, Bougainvillea, Virginia Creeper. 

 
 Climbing Style: 

In this style, the plant is trained to climb upwards or spiral, resembling a tree climb-
ing up a trellis or structure. It can add a sense of elegance and motion. 
Ideal plants: Hops, Clematis, Morning Glory. 

 
 Spiral or Twisting Style: 

Some climbing plants naturally grow in spirals or can be trained to form this unique 
bonsai shape. 
Ideal plants: English Ivy, Clematis, Hops. 
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Care Tips for Climbing Bonsai Plants  
 
 Watering: 

Climbing plants require consistent watering but must never sit in waterlogged soil. 
Ensure the container has proper drainage to avoid root rot. 

 
 Pruning & Shaping: 

Prune regularly to control growth and shape the plant. Use wire carefully to train 
the plant's growth in the desired direction—either upward, cascading, or spiraling. 

 
 Repotting: 

Climbing bonsai plants should be repotted every 1-2 years to ensure the soil re-
mains fresh and to encourage healthy root growth. 

 

Benefits of Climbing Plants in Bonsai  - Why Choose Climbing Plants for Bonsai? 

 
 Visual Impact: 

Climbing plants can create dramatic bonsai designs, with cascading forms or vibrant 
climbing shapes, making them an eye-catching addition to any collection. 

 
 Flowering Bonsai: 

Many climbing plants, such as Bougainvillea and Wisteria, produce beautiful flowers 
that can add color and fragrance to your bonsai display. 

 
 Versatility in Design: 

Climbing plants offer diverse styling options—from cascading, spiral, or climbing 
forms to traditional tree-like bonsai shapes. 

 
 Low Maintenance: 

Once established, many climbing plants are relatively low-maintenance, especially 
when grown in containers and carefully pruned. 



Bladsy 34 

Vergadering van 5 April 2025   

Conclusion  
 
Final Thoughts on Climbing Bonsai Plants 
 
 Climbing plants like Wisteria, Bougainvillea, Clematis, and English Ivy are fantastic 

for bonsai due to their unique growth habits and stunning visual effects. 
 
 These plants offer a range of styles, including cascading, spiral, and climbing bonsai 

forms, making them ideal for creating dynamic and beautiful bonsai displays. 
 
 With proper care, climbing plants can thrive and create breathtaking bonsai that will 

be admired for their beauty and creativity. 

Wisteria Bonsai 
General information about the 
Wisteria Bonsai tree  
 
• In gardens it is often used to grow over 

pergolas or facades. There are several 
cultivars with different flower colors, 
like white, pink and dark purple. For 
bonsai the most common species are 
the Chinese Wisteria (Wisteria sinensis) 
and the Japanese Wisteria (Wisteria flo-
ribunda) which produces the longest 
flower clusters.  

 
• The long velvety seed pods can literally explode and catapult their seeds out when 

they get ripe. Seed pods and seed are poisonous. 
 
• Most wisteria bonsai are of medium or large size because the long flower clusters 

need some height to hang from. Wisterias are very well suited for bonsai but their 
special feature is the flowers.  

• After flowering the trunk and branches are hidden under long leaves and prolifer-
ating tendrils and then the wisteria returns to the second row in the bonsai garden. 
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Placement 
 
• The wisteria should be placed in full sun during the growing season. Sunlight is es-

sential for flowering.  
 
• Wisterias are frost hardy when they are growing in the ground, but the roots need 

protection when they are planted in containers.  
 
• A cold but frost-free greenhouse, garage or shed is a good winter place for a wisteria 

bonsai tree. 

Watering  

 
• The wisteria needs enormous amounts of water during the growing season.  
• In summer it is a good idea to place the bonsai pot in a shallow bowl which is filled 

up with water each time the tree is watered.  
• In autumn and winter keep the roots moist but not soaking. 
 

Fertilizing  
 
• Apply solid organic fertilizer once a month or use a liquid fertilizer every week dur-

ing the growing season or even both.  
• The wisteria grows strongly and likes to be fed well, but use fertilizers which are not 

too high in nitrogen. The wisteria can fix nitrogen from the atmosphere and too 
much nitrogen would promote leaf growth instead of flowers. 

 
Pruning  
 
• Hard pruning is best done in early spring or after flowering. Let the tendrils grow 

until July and then cut them back. After the leaves have fallen you can prune the 
branches and twigs and wire the branch structure. Don't cut off the short shoots on 
which the flower buds sit. At a close look you can distinguish the flower buds from 
the leaf buds. 

• When the canopy gets too dense in summer and the inner twigs suffer from lack of 
light you can thin out the leaves but it is not advisable to totally defoliate the wiste-
ria.  

• Don't let too many seed pods develop because they take a lot of energy from the 
tree. 
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Repotting  
 
• Repot younger wisterias every two years and older ones every three to five years in 

spring before the buds open.  
 
• They tolerate root pruning well but on old trees you should not risk too much.  
 
• Wisterias flower better when they get a bit root-bound.  
 

Propagation  
 
• Wisterias are easily propagated from seed. Cuttings, air-layers and grafts are also 

possible.  
 
• Seedlings will not flower before they are 10 – 15 years old.  
 
• Cuttings, air-layers or grafted plants will flower earlier. 
 

Pests and diseases  
 
• Normally the wisteria is a very strong and healthy plant. Powdery mildew and leaf 

spot diseases can sometimes occur. Pluck out troubled leaves in an early stage.  
 
• Crown galls and cankers should be cut out. Root rot can occur when the rootball is 

too wet during dormancy or in bad soil.  
 
• The most dangerous insect is the Wisteria borer which tunnels the transport tissues 

and can kill the tree. Unfortunately the borer is hard to control, even with strong 
chemical pesticides. 
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Bougainvillea Bonsai 
General information about the 
Bougainvillia Bonsai tree  
 
• There are also varieties with red, pink, 

orange, yellow, white or double bracts.  
• The flowers appear in terminal or axil-

lary tufts from summer to autumn if 
the plant gets enough light and heat. 
Bougainvillea leaves are oval to lanceo-
late and are positioned in an alternate pattern. The bark is beige-grey and with age 
it gets furrowed and gnarly. 

• Bougainvilleas are fast growing, tolerate pruning very well and are well suited for 
most bonsai styles. As they are subtropical plants, they can't endure frost and need 
temperatures around 10° C – 15° C in winter. 

 

Placement 
 
• The bougainvillea needs full sun and high temperatures for producing flowers and 

for that reason it should be placed outside in a sunny place during the growing sea-
son.  

 
• In autumn the tree should be taken into a cool room with sufficient light (or under 

grow lights) and at temperatures not below 10° C and best not over 15° C. 
 

Watering 
 
• Water the bougainvillea thoroughly when the soil gets dry, but avoid constant soil 

wetness which will lead to root rot, fungal problems, insect susceptibility and death. 
  
• The species prefers a pH value of 6 to 6.5, so avoid using highly calcareous water. 
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Fertilizing 
• Apply solid organic fertilizer once a month or use a liquid fertilizer every week dur-

ing the growing season and every two weeks in winter.  
 

Pruning and wiring 
• Cut the shoots after flowering, leaving two leaves on each and prune twigs and 

branches in autumn or winter.  
• The bougainvillea can bud from old wood after hard pruning. If you want the tree to 

flower, don't pinch and trim it too much in summer.  
• Use cut paste on larger cut wounds. Those heal over slowly.  
• Wiring is possible on young shoots and twigs but older branches are very stiff and 

break easily. Beware of the thorns when you are wiring bougainvilleas. 
 

Repotting 
• Repot smaller bougainvilleas every two or three years. Larger specimens can be re-

potted every three to five years.   
• A well-draining standard soil mix is fine for this species. The roots of the bougainvil-

lea are yellow, thin and delicate.  
• Take good care not to tear off the roots when you remove the rootball from the pot! 

Untangle the roots tenderly and don't use the root rake with force.  
• Root pruning is tolerated well. 
 

Propagation 
• The bougainvillea can be propagated from cuttings.  
• Best results are achieved in spring and summer with semi-hardwood cuttings or root 

cuttings.  
• Air-layering is also possible. 
 

Pests and diseases 
• The bougainvillea tends to be pest resistant as long as is kept healthy and free from 

wet soil conditions or lack of light.  
• Weak plants can be attacked by powdery mildew, aphids, scale, mealy bug, white fly 

or caterpillars. In that case use specific pesticides and try to improve the conditions 
for your tree.  

• When the flowers wilt, cut them off to prevent rot. 
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Terugvoering oor demonstrasie/werkswinkelbome 

Bruce het in 2016 ’n “Juniper” by ’n kwekery gekoop. Die stam was heeltemal reguit en Bruce het d.m.v 
klampe die stam gebuig. By die ABC5 konvensie wat in Pretoria gehou is het Mauro Stemberger van 
Italië vir Bruce gehelp om die boom te stileer. By die vergadering van 2 November 2019 het Bruce die 
boom by die mini uitstalling gewys en die onderste twee foto’s  van die boom is in Koeda se sesde 
uitgawe van 2019 gewys. 

By navraag oor die boom het Bruce vertel dat die boom al die werk aan hom oorleef het en baie mooi 
gegroei het. Bruce het die onderste foto van die boom verskaf wat in Februarie 2025 geneem is, dus net 
meer as vyf jaar nadat Bruce die boom gewys het. Somtyds, en veral met sekere spesies, is dit goed dat 
’n boom gelos word om na strawwe werk eers goed te herstel voordat daar weer aan hom gewerk word. 
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Bonsai Kalender —  Deur Francois van As 

Wat doen ons in Mei? 

Dit is laat herfs en die boompies maak gereed om in ’n dormante sta-

dium te gaan.  Verminder watertoediening maar let daarop dat die boom-

pies nie uitdroog nie.  Te veel water kan wortelvrot en/of swamsiektes tot 

gevolg hê.  Bemesting is nie nodig nie.  Verwyder alle vrugte, bessies en 

blare wat nog aan bladwisselende bome sit aangesien dit die boom ge-

durende die wintermaande verswak.  Indien jy nog vars saad het wat jy 

wil plant kan dit nog vroeg Mei gedoen word.  Dit is ook die laaste ge-

leentheid om ’n boom of twee te verplant (sonder wortelsnoei) voordat die 

winter begin.  Aangesien moontlike ryptoestande op pad is, is dit nou die tyd om koue-sensitiewe bome te 

beskerm. 

 

Wat doen ons in Junie? 

Alle boompies behoort nou dormant te wees.  In koue toestande moet watertoediening verkieslik nie 

laatmiddag of in die aand gedoen word nie.  Watertoediening in die oggend laat genoeg tyd gedurende die 

dag  om te dreineer.  Gedurende baie koue nagte kan oortollige water veroorsaak dat die wortels vrot.  In-

dien jy verveeld begin raak kan jy gerus jou gereedskapkas nader trek en jou gereedskap begin 

skoonmaak.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonsai-groete 

Francois 

 

Hoe lyk Pretoria se klimaat hierdie tyd van die jaar? 

Pretoria het ‘n gematigde savanne (grasvlakte) klimaat met warm, nat somers en droë winters.  Van 

Mei tot September reën dit selde en wanneer wel, is dit maar min. 

Maand 
Gemiddelde 

maksimum tem-
peratuur (°C) 

Gemiddelde 
minimum tem-
peratuur (°C) 

Gemiddelde 
ure sonskyn 

per dag 

Gemiddelde 
aantal dae 

neerslag per 
maand 

Gemiddelde 
mm neerslag 
per maand 

Mei 22 8 9 3 6-30mm 

Junie 19 5 9 1 6-30mm 

Bron: http://www.whatstheweatherlike.org/southafrica/pretoria.htm 
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 Snippets 

Our Environment. 
 
Carry your cups 
 
Take away coffee cups are one of the largest contibutors to 
waste, especially in the United States. 
As just one example, coffee behemoth Starbucks blows 
through 8000 paper cups a minute, which adds up to more 
than 4 billion cups a year. They mostly land up on waste landfill 
sites. 
 
Here’s where toting a travel cup can make a big difference. You 

might even receive a discount if you BYO (bring your own) mug. 

Inspirasie uit die natuur 

 

Hierdie boom, van onbekende spesie, is in Upington afgeneem. Ons hou nie eintlik van ’n V in die 

stam nie en tog kom dit in die natuur voor. 

Wat indrukwekkend is is die baie mooi nebari van die boom wat herhaal word soos wat dit in die 

stam opgaan. 

Iets wat in bonsai baie mooi sal lyk? 
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Sorgskedule / Maintenance 
Schedule 

Seisoen: 
Season: 

Vroeg 
lente 
Early 

spring 

Mid-
lente 
Mid-

spring 

Laat 
lente 
Late 

spring 

Vroeg 
somer 
Early 

summer 

Mid-
somer 
Mid-

summer 

Laat somer 
Late summer 

Maand / Month: Sep Okt / Oct Nov Des / Dec Jan Feb 

Die boom se jaarsiklus 
The tree’s yearly cycle 

Herontwaking, nuwe groei 
Reawakening, new growth 

Nuwe groei 
New growth 

Kort dormante periode, kon-
solideer nuwe groei 

Short period of  dormancy, consoli-
date new growth 

Aksie / 
Action 

Bonsai van saad 
Bonsai from seed 

        
    

Bonsai van steggies 
Bonsai from cuttings 

        
    

Verplant / Potting           

Herpot met wortelsnoei 
Repot with root pruning 

Immergroen en bladwisselende bome 
Evergreen and deciduous trees   

    

Vormsnoei 
Formative pruning 

    
    

Knyp groeipunte 
Pinch growth points 

  

Bemesting / Fertilizer     

Insekdoders / Insecticide         

Somerbeskerming 
Summer protection 

        

Winterbeskerming 
Winter protection 

      
  

    

Seisoen: 
Season: 

Vroeg 

herfs 
Early au-

tumn 

Mid 

herfs 
Mid 

au-

tumn 

Laat herfs 
Late au-

tumn 

Vroeg 

winter 
Early 

winter 

Mid-

win-

ter 

Laat win-

ter 
Late win-

ter 

Maand / Month: Mrt/Mar Apr Mei/May Jun Jul Aug 

Die boom se jaarsiklus 
The tree’s yearly cycle 

Bery voor vir dormante periode 
Prepare for winter dormancy 

Dormant gedurende die winter 
Winter dormancy 

Aksie / 

Action 

Bonsai van saad 
Bonsai from seed 

Vir beste resultate gebruik vars saad 
For best results, use fresh seed      

  
    

Bonsai van steggies 
Bonsai from cuttings 

        
    

Verplant / Potting               

Herpot met wortelsnoei 
Repot with root pruning 

  
Immergroen bome 

Evergreen trees   
    

Vormsnoei 
Formative pruning 

    
    

Knyp groeipunte 
Pinch growth points 

      

Bemesting / Fertilizer         

Insekdoders / Insecticide       
    

Somerbeskerming 
Summer protection 

              

Winterbeskerming 
Winter protection 

      
      


