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 Koeda  
Pretoria Bonsai Kai 

Bonsai friends 

We often hear jokes about the el-

derly, or even make them our-

selves. But who are the people we 

turn to for advice on bonsai when 

we require it? Is it not the people 

with experience, who are very of-

ten the elderly in our clubs?  

So we are very grateful to the ex-

perienced persons (elderly) in our 

kai. They are also often the per-

sons willing to help with all the 

(thankless) work to be done. And 

remember, we strive to create trees 

that appear to be old… 

So having said that, here is a story 

or two I read about the elderly, 

with respect… 

I asked my dad what the most 

common signs of old age were. He 

said there were three: The first is 

memory loss; The second and 

third he couldn’t remember. 

The doctor tells you to forget 

about health foods; you need all 

the preservatives you can get. 

An ‘all-nighter’ means you didn’t 

have to get up to go to the loo. 

The positive is that in a hostage 

situation you are likely to be re-

leased first. 

You throw a party and the neigh-

bors won’t even realize. 

Remember, the oldest trees often 

bear the sweetest fruit. Thank 

you to all the elderly in our Kai. 

 Jaco 

Enige idees, ar�kels of terug-

voering rakende die nuusbrief 

kan gegee word aan Jaco Kriek 

by: 

jaco.kriek@aurecongroup.com  

The word Koeda is Japanese and means: ‘Graceful branch’. It is pronounced Ko-eda. 

Wiring requires planning. It’s like playing 

chess, and having to think three or four 

moves ahead.  

Terry Erasmus 

 

From the editor 
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Briewebus    /   Vra is Vry 

Jaco 

 

Kan jy asb meld dat die Wes-Transvaalse Bonsai Kai op 17 Oktober 

1987 ges�g is aan't huis van Pieter Jacobs?  Ons het hom die af-

gelope Vrydag begrawe/gegroet.  85 jaar oud.   

 

Tans heet ons Klerksdorp Bonsai Kai, maar ek wil hê dat ons bloot 

in 'n gespreksgroep verander.  Ek is al s�gterslid wat nog 

deelneem aan die Kai se ak�witeite. 

 

Groete 

 

Pieter Loubser  

WHICH ARE YOU? 
 
Some members keep a group so strong, 
While others join to just belong. 
Some dig right in; serve with pride; 
Some go along just for the ride. 
 
Some volunteer to do their share, 
While some lie back and just don’t care. 
Some do their best, some help, some make; 
Some do nothing, only take. 
 
Some greet members with a smile, 
And make their coming so worthwhile, 
While some go on their merry way, 
No greetings or kind word to say. 
 
Some help the group to grow and grow, 
When asked to help they don’t say ‘No’. 
Some drag, some pull, some don’t, some do; 
Consider, which of these are you? 
 
(Author unknown) 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 4 

The previous edition of Koeda reported on root development by Pieter du Plessis. Herewith the talk, 

or some of it, as presented by Pieter Loubser. It is impossible to repeat all that was shared by Pieter 

and only some of his photos are shown. Hope they speak for Pieter. 

IMPROVING BONSAI 

 
DETAILING SOME TECHNIQUES TO 

IMPROVE YOUR TREES PREVENTING PROBLEMS 

MISTAKES 

 
I am going to show you mistakes I made. 

They happen! 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 5 

You will see that I tend to grow fuller trees. 

RINGBARKING / AIR-LAYERING 

Girdling, ringbarking can be used to kill a tree, but we use it to 

create a ‘new’ tree higher up on an exis�ng trunk. 

Above: Use a very sharp knife to cut a nice deep groove right around. Place a wire in 

the groove that fits very tightly. Below: The container for air-layering. Cut a hole in 

the bottom the size of the trunk. Cut the side of the pot open so that the pot can be 

placed around the tree. 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 6 

Below: My first Celtis 

Below: An example of an air-layer. Left: The tree in the garden; Middle: The pot re-

moved and right, the trunk cut off. 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 7 

Above: The healing, right, of the scar as can be seen on the left. 
 
Below: The cambium of some trees, like Celtis, is very sensitive and does not re-

cover (heal) when damaged. Pieter said that he heard about damaging the bark/

cambium by hitting it with a nail. Don’t do it! Below are proof that the bark never 

recover to its smooth original status. 
 

SCAR HEALING 

Smooth                                                   Rough 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 8 

Below: Pieter experimented with another 

method on the trunks in which he made 

tiny scars. He was hoping the scars 

would heal over and thicken the trunk so 

that a better taper would be achieved. 
 

THE TRUNK OF A BONSAI SHOULD HAVE GOOD TAPER 

Above: Nice taper                                             Above: Pot belly 

Below: Pieter also experimented with 

creating larger growth channels on the 

trunk. 

Above: The scars did not heal. 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 9 

Below: Another method Pieter experimented with is to split the trunk. He opened the 

trunk from the root base and placed a piece of wood in it. Below middle is a Juniper 

who's trunk was split. Not all species are suitable for trunk splitting. An Olive, below 

right, does not heal well. 
 

The larger scars did start to heal and the trunk fatten up. 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 10 

      Some years ago                     Trunk base changing                 Improved base 

Improving the root base 

Can you use air rooting? 

Adding air roots for effect?           Too many air roots? 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

Continue on pg 11 

      Creating a hollow trunk 

Scarring effects to improve the trunk? 

      Scarring on purpose 

      My idea of an uninteresting trunk 

      Detail scarring                               Forked trunk air layer and injured 
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BRAT meeting of 29 April 2017 

 

♣ 

My Celtis with a too regular trunk (uninteresting)  
trunk                                                                                ... and the ‘back’ of the tree                                       

                     Grafting trunks                               My attempt 

                Using approach grafting                              Results of grafting 
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Vergadering van 1 Julie 2017 

 

Continue on pg 13 

Gedurende die vergadering van 1 Julie het lede met minder as �en jaar ondervindig in die beoefening 

van bonsai aan die Kai se Nuwe Talent Kompe�sie deelgeneem. Die wenner en naaswenner het die 

Pretoria Bonsai Kai by die BRAT byeenkoms verteenwoordig. By die BRAT byeenkoms is al die klubs/

Kai’s van die streek verteenwoordig. 

 

Ons was baie bevoorreg en dankbaar dat drie van ons lede aan die kompe�sie deelgeneem het. Die 

deelnemers was Francois Viljoen, Morgan Naicker en Izebelle Nortman. 

 

Die bome wat gestyl moes word was almal “Juniperus Procumbens Nana”. Die materiaal was ongeluk-

kig die jaar van ’n swak gehalte. Dit raak al hoe moeiliker om goeie materiaal in die hande te kry en as 

iemand weet waar materiaal beskikbaar is,laat weet asb die komitee.  

 

Die deelnemers het aan die bome gewerk terwyl die vergadering aan die gang was en is ongeveer drie 

uur gegee om die bome te styl. Daar is nie verwag dat die boom in ’n bonsai bak geplant word nie. 

Nadat die lede hulle s�lering voltooi het, is die bome deur Pieter du Plessis, Duvan Horn en Jaco Kriek  

beoordeel. Daar is onder andere gekyk na aspekte soos: ontwerp, balans, natuurlike voorkoms, 

bedrading, snoeiwerk en oorspronklikheid.  

 

Die keuse van die beoordelaars vir die wenboom het gegaan aan Francois (kaalvoet) Viljoen met 

tweede plek aan Izebelle Nortman. Al die bome was van hoë gehalte en die lede kan trots wees op 

hulself, veral inaggenome die kwaliteit van die materiaal. 

 

Die foto’s van die gestyleerde bome kan natuurlik nie werklik wys hoe die boom gelyk het nie, maar 

gee darem ’n idee.  

        Morgan Naicker                                    Francois Viljoen                                Izebelle Nortman 
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Vergadering van 1 Julie 2017 

 

  Francois met sy boom wat eerste plek gekry het                                                en die tweede plek 
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Vergadering van 1 Julie 2017 

 

Hierdie is n Karoo Huilboerboon 

wat so 8 of nege jaar oud is. 

 

Mens kon sien dit is middel winter, nie alleen was daar redelik min (vergelykind met ander verga-

derings) lede by die vergadering, maar was dit ook net Louis wat bome vir die ‘uitstalling’ geneem 

het. 

Hierdie mooi Spek-

boompie is al 6 jaar 

oud en van n steggie 

ontwikkel. Van bo af 

het hy n prag�ge ew-

eredige kroon. 

Louis het hierdie ‘Phoenix graK’ verlede jaar begin na Duvan se praatjie oor die onderwerp. Louis se 

dat hy nog die stuk hout wat gebruik is bietjie gaan kerf. Regs is die agterkant waar die stam gesien 

kan word. 
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Vergadering van 1 Julie 2017 

 

Ons weet hoe Doringboomdorings ’n mens kan 

steek as jy aan die boom werk. Dit is wel nodig 

dat aan die boom gewerk word om hom te styl, 

hetsy d.m.v. snoei of bedrading. Hoe nou gemaak 

om daar diep binne die takke by te kom om die 

werk te doen, sonder om verskriklik gesteek te 

word? 
 
Daan gebruik ’n stuk karton (sien foto) om die 

takke te ‘split’. Die karton skep spasie waarin jy 

jou hande kan druk om te bedraad of te snoei. Daan maak drade aan die karton se kante vas wat hy dan 

weer aan die bak of skottel bind sodat die karton in posisie bly. 
 
Hy bloei baie minder deur dit te doen!! 

‘Tip of the month’   - Deur Daan du Toit  
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Meeting of 1 July 2017 

 

1.  Front view – the ‘best’ side; the trunk is the soul of bonsai and 

must be visible; roo�ng is important.  

 

2.  Back view – the ‘second best’ side, but can reveal things not 

visible from the front. 

 

3.  LeK side – this can show imbalances not visible from the front 

or back. 

 

4.  Right side – not always the same as the other side; can re-

veal other problems. 

 

5.  Top (above) – this view is cri�cal to evaluate balance around 

the trunk. 

 

6.  BoQom (below) – this view reveals branch structure and 

faults. 

 

7.  Season – 4 aspects reveal different dimensions over the 

year. Your tree looks different in each season. In spring you 

are aQracted to the new green leaves. Autumn reveals (in 

some trees) the autumn colors and in winter when trees are 

bare of leaves you no�ce the structure.   

 

8.  Time – serial photographs show how trees develop over 

many years. Take photos of your trees. You no�ce changes 

over the years. 

 

9.  Place – backgrounds and surroundings give surprising new perspec�ves. Are your trees always 

standing at the exact same place? Move them around a bit. It is surprising how you no�ce 

different aspects of a tree when it is in a different surrounding. Take them inside the house now 

and then. They look different. 

 

 The different background surprisingly helps a lot. See next page for pictures. 

 

 

The theme of the meeting was “Dimensions to evaluate our bonsai” and was presented by Prof Gareth 

Bath.  
 
Prof Gareth said that one of the biggest assets of the Pretoria Kai is 

that that you get other opinions than your own on your trees as well.   
A tree must not be two dimensional, like our logo… 
Look at your trees from all sides; see the first six points below: 

 

This tree is too two dimensional 
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Meeting of 1 July 2017 

 

10. Opinions – other bonsai ar�sts have different ideas and can point out defects as well as possi-

bili�es. Gareth said that oom Edwin says that you don’t see faults in your own trees. Have 

someone else looked at them and gave opinions? Don’t be angry when your trees are 

‘cri�cized’,  it can help you.  However, do not immediately do what they say; think about it 

first for some �me. There isn't one right and 99 wrongs, rather 50/50 in all different opinions. 

 

11. Comparisons – other bonsai in the same style can give inspira�on for improvement. Look at 

other trees (same species, same style etc) and compare to yours (that is why our informal 

‘show’ at each mee�ng is such a good thing). 

 

 Prof gave two groups in the audience a tree each to make a list of good and bad aspects of the 

tree. They then swapped trees and did the same. What emerged was that the two groups saw 

the same but also different good and bad aspects. This demonstrated different views people 

have. 

Gareth showed how different a tree appears with different color backgrounds. 
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Meeting of 1 July 2017 

Gareth says that when he sees a tree of our experienced members, he can recognize whose tree it is 

without knowing. Most people have their own styles - just like painters. 

 

12. Future – developments and possibili�es should be considered as the tree may change. AQempt 

to visualize your tree in the future.  

 

13. Examples – interna�onal books and the internet can allow us to break out of preconcep�ons. It 

is good to see trees from other areas in the world. 

 

14. Photographs – show up faults that we fail to see in physical examina�ons. 

 

15. Sketches – these can help to simplify the structure and consider possible changes. You can 

make a sketch of what you see the tree to be in say 10 years �me. Use a medium where you 

can rub out, like a white board. Draw branches or remove branches, it assists in decisions.  

 

16. Screening off – sec�ons for possible pruning can be visually removed to evaluate the effect of 

removal. Use visual screening, which is to use a paper or cloth to hide an area of the tree if you 

are unsure whether to remove it or not.  

 

17. Propor�on – nega�ve space and balance are par-

�ularly important 

 

18. Containers – size, shape and color can be evaluated 

with different pots. Play with different containers. 

Trees change and so must their containers. The visu-

al volume of the foliage and the container must be 

correct. 

 

 Remember though that the soul of a bonsai is it’s 

trunk! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluation of trees to see different opinions. 
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Inheemse Suider-Afrikaanse boom vir Bonsai— Acacia nigrescens 

Die genus Akasia 

bestaan uit onge-
veer 1200 verskil-

lende spesies waar-

van 128 in Afrika 

en 45 soorte in 

Suidelike Afrika 

voorkom. Die 

Knoppiesdoring 
(Knob thorn) is in 

die natuur gewoon-

lik ’n groot enkel-

stammige boom 

wat hoog vertak met ’n verspreide, naastenby ronde 

kroon. Die knoppe, waarvan die boom sy naam kry, 

kom op stamme en takke voor. Die boom is 

bladwisselend. Die blare is soortgelyk aan die 

Swartapiesdoring maar groter. Die boom maak 

welriekende blomme waarna sade 

gevorm word. Sade en blare word 

deur verskeie diere geëet. 
 
Die Knoppiesdoring kan met 

welslae as bonsai materiaal gebruik 

word, veral vir groterige bome agv 

die blaargrootte. Hoewel die boom-

pies redelik stadig groei, verouder 

die stam redelik gou.  
 
Die blare verklein redelik goed onder die regte 

behandeling. Die knoppe wat in die natuur 

voorkom word nie altyd in bonsai gevorm nie. Te-

rugsterwing van takkies is nie ’n probleem nie. Die 

boompies reageer redelik goed na snoei deurdat 

hulle vinnig weer uitloop. Bedrading moet dikwels 

langer aan die takkies gehou word. Die boompies 

het ’n lang leeftyd en sterf nie sommer nie. 
 
Die Akasia is geneig om op sy groeipunte uit te 

groei en weinig sytakke te maak. Sytakke vorm nie 

maklik op jonghout nie. Derhalwe moet nuwe groei 

eers toegelaat word om ten volle uit te groei voor-

dat dit teruggesnoei kan word. Jonghout moet dus 

eers ryp word sodat ogies kan ontwikkel. Om 

hierdie ogies te stimuleer moet takke soms toege-

laat word om langer te groei as wat nodig is. Om 

die boom te dwing om nuwe groei te gee kan die 

boompies gedurende Desember totaal ontblaar 

word.  

Om die internodes te verkort is dit nodig om soveel 

moontlik potas en fosfate in die bemestingsprogram 

te voeg. Die eienskap van potas is dat dit kort 

stewige groei tot gevolg het. Dit is ook uiters nood-

saaklik dat water tydens die aktiewe groeiperiode 

streng beheer moet word. Nadat die groei gevestig 

of ‘ryp’ is, kan normale hoeveelhede water gegee 

word. 
 
Om terugsterwing van takkies te voorkom moet die 

steeltjie van ’n afgesnyde internode aanbly. Die tak-

kie moet anderkant die vorige ogie afgesny word. 

Dit verdroog later self tot by die nuwe ogie. 
 
Blaarverkleining moet in aanvang neem nadat die 

boom ten volle ontwikkel en gevorm is. Die 

saamgestelde blaar kan deurgesny word sodat die 

oorblywende deel so klein moontlik is. Die volgende 

stel blaartjies sal proporsioneel 

kleiner wees.  
 
Akasias het lang penwortels. Die 

penwortel kan oor twee tot vier sei-

soene verkort word of as die pen-

wortel al verhard het en daar is sy-

wortels, kan die penwortel sonder-

meer afgeknip word. 
 

Akasia het buigsame stamme wat hulle uitstekend 

leen tot bedrading.  
 
Die Knoppiesdoring kan in ’n wye reeks erkende 

style gevorm word en is veral geskik vir die Pier-
neefstyl, Platkroonstyl en groepstyle. Akasias is re-

delik aanpasbaar by ’n wye reeks grondsoorte. Die 

grondmengsel moet egter goed dreineer en vrugbaar 

wees.  
 
Die Knoppiesdo-
ring groei geil en 

die bak kan dus 

groter as normaal-

weg wees. Potte in 

dowwe kleure pas 

goed. Die vorm van 

die potte gaan ten 

nouste saam met 

die styl van die 

boom.    ♣ 
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Vergadering van 5 Augustus 2017 

 

Vervolg op bl 21 

Ons het bome oorgeplant en gestyl.  

Daan het, met Org se hulp, sy Kremetart gestyl 
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Vergadering van 5 Augustus 2017 

 

Mens kry mos ‘n hond wat na jou lyk…of ten 

minste moet julle hare dieselfde lyk. 
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TERUGVOERING OOR DEMONSTRASIE / WERKSWINKELBOME  

Gedurende die BRAT vergadering van 29 April 2017 het Org, met hulp van Duvan en Francois, gewys 

hoe takke en stamme drasties gebuig kan word. Somtyds sien mens sulke bome in Japan. Org het ’n Ju-

niper gebruik om op te demonstreer. Hy het die stam met ’n saag in die helfte gesplit sodat daar twee de-

le is. Toe het hy die harde hout van altwee kante uitgehol. Org het dik draad binne in elke stam gesit en 

met raffia toegedraai. Hy het ook draad aan die buitekant van elke stam gesit. As gevolg van tyd het Org 

nie by die finale buig van die boom uitgekom nie. Onder links is die boom voor Org aan hom begin 

werk het en regs ’n skets wat Org gemaak het van hoe hy die boom wil buig. Die ander foto’s is ge-

durende die werkery.  

Heel onder regs is ’n foto wat Org gestuur het nadat hy by sy huis die boom finaal gebuig het. Lyk nie 

na dieselfde boom nie! 
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Snippets 

  Inspirasie uit die natuur 

Die foto onder toon die wortelbasis van ‘n baie ou Kanniedood boom, Commiphora. 

Dit is in die Thabazimbi omgewing geneem.  Mens kan amper nie glo dat die boom 

kan leef nie en mens wonder wat het veroorsaak dat hy so lyk. 

 

Sal so wortelbasis (nebari) pas vir bonsai? 

 

 

 

Our Environment 

Did you know that there are recoverable resources inside 

of each baQery regardless of its type? 

Take a single-use alkaline baQery for instance. These are 

the non-rechargeable type baQeries that come in AAA, AA, 

C, D, 9 volt and various buQon cell sizes. 

On average, 25% of the baQery is made up of steel. Did 

you know that steel can be recycled infinitely? 60% of the 

baQery is made up of a combina�on of materials like zinc, 

manganese and potassium. These materials are all earth 

elements. This combina�on of material is 100% recoverable and can be reused as a micro-nutrient in 

the produc�on of fer�lizer. 

The remaining 15% by weight is made up of paper and plas�c. These materials can be sent to an en-

ergy from waste facility to create electricity. 

 

When you recycle your alkaline ba%eries you can be certain that 100% of each ba%ery can be re-

used and no materials are going to landfill. 
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Bonsai Kalender —  Deur Dr Francois van As 

Wat doen ons in September? 

 

Met die aanbreek van September kom die Lente en warmer  

weerstoestande.  Die meeste bladwisselende bome moes nou 

reeds uitgeplant of herpot en die wortels teruggesnoei gewees 

het.  Vir sommiges, byvoorbeeld Witstinkhout en die Akasias, 

moet ‘n mens verkieslik wag totdat hulle bot, maar herpot voordat 

die botsels oopgaan.  Die meeste immergroen bome kan nog tot 

in vroeg September herpot word.  Wildevye se wortels moet ver-

kieslik nie gesnoei word voordat temperature verhoog nie.  Blomplante soos Azaleas moet nie 

herpot of gesnoei word voordat die blomme afgeval het nie.  Jenewers kan ook nou herpot 

word alhoewel hulle ‘n langer herpotperiode het, tot diep in die Lente.  Moet nooit boompies 

wat pas wortelsnoei en herpotting ondergaan het, te gou begin bemes nie. Dit kan die pas 

gesnoeide wortels beskadig.  Beskerm boompies wat herpot is teen die laaste koue wat mag 

voorkom. 

 

Hou bome wat bedraad is fyn dop, veral takke wat uitermatige groei toon.  Verwyder alle 

bedrading indien nodig en wees baie versigtig om nie die delikate nuwe groei te beskadig nie.  

   

Soos temperature verhoog, neem groei toe en is dit nodig om watertoediening en voeding te 

verskerp. 

 

Wat doen ons in Oktober? 

 

Teen Oktober bevind ons ons in die tweede maand van die Lente en die warmer weer laat die 

boompies verseker vinniger groei.  Onthou dat die beste manier om digte vertakking te ver-

beter, opgesluit lê in voortgesette snoei.  Groeipunte kan voortdurend uitgeknyp word, behalwe 

waar ‘n tak verleng moet word.  Wanneer uitloopsels begin verleng, kan hulle teruggesnoei 

word tot een paar blare.  Dit sal kompakte groei bevorder.  By naaldhoutboompies kan kerse 

tot tweederdes teruggeknyp word. 

 

Vervolg op bl 25 
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Bonsai Kalender —  Deur Dr Francois van As 

Met al die nuwe groei en ‘n toename in watertoediening moet voeding nie agterweë bly nie.  As 

jy vinniger groei in jong plante wil aanmoedig, gebruik ‘n produk met ‘n hoë stikstofinhoud, 

maar by die handhawing van meer gevestigde bome, waar ons nie wil hê die blare moet ver-

groot nie, kan ‘n produk gebruik word wat weer hoër kalium en fosforinhoude bevat met ‘n laer 

stikstofinhoud.   

 

Behandeling teen peste kan ook ‘n aanvang neem aangesien skadelike insekte en 

swamsiektes hulle verskyning kan maak. 

Bonsai-groete 

 

Francois van As 

Hoe lyk Pretoria se klimaat hierdie tyd van die jaar? 

Pretoria het ‘n gematigde savanne (grasvlakte) klimaat met warm, nat somers en droë winters.  Van Mei tot 

September reën dit selde en wanneer wel, is dit maar min. 

Maand 

Gemiddelde 
maksimum tem-

peratuur (°C) 

Gemiddelde mini-
mum temperatuur 

(°C) 

Gemiddelde 
ure sonskyn 

per dag 

Gemiddelde 
aantal dae 

neerslag per 
maand 

Gemiddelde 
mm neerslag 
per maand 

September 26 12 10 3 6-30mm 

Oktober 27 14 9 9 61-100mm 

Bron: http://www.whatstheweatherlike.org/southafrica/pretoria.htm 

The greatest mistake you can make in life is to 

be continually fearing you will make one.  

Elbert Hubbard 
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Sorgskedule —  Saamgestel deur Dr Francois van As 

Sorgskedule / Maintenance schedule 

 
 

 

 

The individual opinions expressed in this issue are not necessarily those of the Pretoria Bonsai Kai. 

BRAT  

Above: Francois, Jessica Jonker and James Cane. 
Above: Francois with his winning design 

During the BRAT meeting of 29 July, hosted by Midway, the new talent was won by our own Fran-

cois Viljoen. Second was James Cane from Far West and third Jessica Jonker from Bonsai Addicts. 

Well done you three!! 
Francois will represent BRAT at the SABA convention in PE later in the year. Good luck to you! 


