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1. Ficus sur & Ficus sycomorus
2. Ficus cordata, Ficus salicifolia & F. ingens
3. The Ficus thonningii Complex

1. Ficus sur (= Ficus capensis) and Ficus sycomorus

These two fig species are sometimes confused with one another because
they both produce their fruit on modified branches, or ‘trusses’, which are
borne on the larger branches and stems. However, they are easily told apart
on the following characters:

Character Ficus sur Ficus sycomorus
Bark Grey Yellowish, sulphury
Leaf margins Slightly wavy or indented Even (entire)

Leaf surface Smooth, hairless Rough, harshly hairy
Fruit Ripening reddish, hairless | Ripening yellow, hairy




2. Ficus cordata, Ficus salicifolia & Ficus ingens

F. cordata and F. salicifolia (old F. pretoriae) are closely-related and were
once thought to represent two subspecies of F. cordata. Although very similar,
they come from very different areas of southern Africa and from very different
habitats. Apart from the fruit differences tabulated below, F. cordata tends to
have more ovate leaves than the more elongate or rectangular leaves of F.
salicifolia. In addition, larger specimens of F. cordata tend to develop a more
‘weeping’ habit than F. salicifolia.

F. ingens is sometimes confused with £. salicifolia — they may grow in the
same areas — but F. ingens has more bright green leaves (not grey-green)
and the leaves are almost flat, rather than ‘V'-shaped, as in F. salicifolia.

Character F. cordata F. salicifolia F. ingens

Distribution W. Cape, Namibia, Angola | northem provinces, KZN northem provinces, KZN, E. Cape
Leaf colour grey-green grey-green olive-green to dark green

Lear folding shallowly ‘V'-shaped *+ ‘V'-shaped flat

Twigs very finely hairy t hairless hairless

Fruit without stalks with stalks with stalks ]

\




3. The Ficus thonningii Complex
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Character burkei burkei petersii natalensis natalensis craterosfoma | burtt-davyi
f. burkei f. puberula ssp. natalensis | ssp. graniticola
Fruit stafk yes or no no no yes yes no yes
Basal plate yes yes yes no no no no
Fruit nipple yes yes no/faint no/faint no yes no
Fruit hairy nofyes yes nolyes no no no no
Leaf characters:
| Character burkei burkei petersii natalensis natalensis craterostoma | burtt-davyi
f. burkei f. puberula $sp. natalensis | ssp. graniticola
Leaf stalk 10-45 ditto 30-50 7-30 ditto 4-23 4-25
(mm) (av. 27) (av. 40) (av.18) " (av. 13) (av. 14)
V-shaped no yes (feint) no no no no yes
basal veins
Margins mostly flat flat flat or flat flat flat rolled-
* rolled- under
under
Leaftip tapering to | tapering to tapering tapering to rounded to square to tapering
rounded rounded rounded square-ish square (-ish)
Leaf length 45120 ditto 40-80 35-85 ditto 30-95 30-120
(mm) (av. 82) (av. 60) (av. 60) {av.57) (av. 75)
Leaf width 17-60 ditto 15-29 15-40 ditto 17-52 10-50
{mm) (av. 39) (av. 22) (av. 27) (av. 35) (av. 30)




Other characters:

Characfer burkei burkei petersij natalensis natalensis craterostoma | burft-davyi
f. burkei f. puberula ssp. natalensis | ssp. graniticola
grey grey pale often dark grey pale mottled pale, mottled pale
Bark orangish grey to whitish mottled
when wet grey
Habitat woodland coastal hot coastal forest rocky koppies forest coastal &
forest woodland & woodland E. Karoo
Distribution northern KZN & Mplga & KZN Soutpansberg E.Cape, KZN, KZN &
in 8. Africa provinces E.Cape Limpopo Mpumalanga, E.Cape
1 Limpopo ]
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